[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.png]W
SV

Al

Eco-Schools



YSGOL GYNRADD PENYRHEOL

PENYRHEOL PRIMARY SCHOOL

Putting Children First
Plant yn Gyntaf
BILINGUALISM POLICY

2018 - 2019
Date of Review:
10th February 2016

Signature: A J Williams

Date of Review:
7th March 2017

Signature: A J Williams

Date of Review:
May 2018


Signature: A J Williams

	Approved by Governors:
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


The new National Curriculum in Wales will have 4 Broad Purposes, 6 Areas of Learning and Experience and 3 Cross Curriculum Responsibilities.  This Policy indicates how the school is preparing for the new curriculum under the existing statutory National Curriculum Requirements for Wales (September 2014).

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) is at the heart of our school’s planning, policies, practice and ethos. As a rights-respecting school we not only teach about children’s rights but also model rights and respect in all relationships – Linked to Articles 3, 7, 16 (CRC)

SUCCESSFUL FUTURES

Independent Review of Curriculum and Assessment Arrangements in Wales

Professor Graham Donaldson  (February 2015)

The New Curriculum in Wales will be planned to achieve 4 Broad Purposes:

That children and young people develop as:

· Ambitious capable learners

· Enterprising creative contributors

· Ethical informed citizens

· Healthy confident individuals

The Curriculum will be organized into 6 areas of learning and experience:

· Expressive Arts

· Health and well-being

· Humanities

· Languages

· Literacy and communication

· Mathematics and numeracy

· Science and technology

There will be 3 cross curriculum responsibilities:

· Literacy

· Numeracy

· Digital Competence

Full implementation of the New Curriculum in Wales is planned for September 2022.  Curriculum planning documents indicate our preparation for the new curriculum as outlined above but remain organized under existing statutory National Curriculum Requirements for Wales (September 2014).
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In Penyrheol Primary School, bilingualism is an integral part of our whole school curriculum, which should permeate everything that we do. Bilingualism is not an “add on”, it is intrinsic part of school life.

Pam? Why?

“The teaching and learning of Welsh is a priority for the Welsh Government” (Donaldson – February 2015).   It forms a key element of the “Languages, Literacy and Communication” Areas of Learning and Experience in the Foundation Phase and KS2 ensuring that the Welsh Language is retained as a compulsory part of the school curriculum 3-16.  Professor Donaldson report “Successful Futures” acknowledges there is a need to build children’s confidence to use the language not only in lessons but also in activities and real life situations outside the classroom and outside the school.  The Welsh.language strategy “Cymraeg 2050” identifies the Welsh Government vision for reaching a million speakers by 2050.
What is Bilingualism?

“Bilingualism is the ability to speak, read and write in two languages and research suggests that bilingual education offers pupils the added benefits of being able to use two languages and being aware of two cultures.‟ (Developing Dual Literacy: An Estyn discussion paper – 2002).
Y Ffordd Ymlaen/The Way Ahead

We as a school are actively considering ways of improving standards in Welsh as a second language.  We view Welsh as a second language as a “tool of learning” rather than a subject to be mastered.  Bilingualism is a key skill, which is actively promoted and intended to permeate all learning. We believe that bilingualism boosts brainpower. 

At Penyrheol Primary School, we aspire to promote bilingualism at every opportunity. We are aware that “Our Language: Its Future” identifies that in order to raise standards in bilingualism, 

“schools should consider ways of improving standards in Welsh Second language” We therefore aim to:
· Provide as many opportunities for pupils to use Welsh other than in their Welsh lessons 
· Encourage the use of incidental Welsh in all lessons and around the school when speaking to pupils, and pupils are encouraged to and rewarded for speaking to adults and fellow pupils in Welsh. 
· Maintain a strong Welsh ethos where Welsh language wall displays are evident in all classroom areas and displays and signs are evident in other areas around the school to support children’s learning in Welsh
· Encourage the use of Welsh by all school staff around the school and teachers are increasingly striving to be heard using Welsh when conversing with one another.
· Consistently use Welsh in assemblies, concerts and celebratory events

· Use the language when visitors come to school

· Use the language when undertaking a class visit 

· Provide opportunities for pupils to become members of the Urdd and attend Llangrannog regularly

· Ensure communications with parents include a bilingual element

· Have school governors who actively and positively promote the use

     of Welsh Language in all aspects of school life.
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All schools will have access to the final curriculum from 2020 to allow them to move towards full rollout in 2022



