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  YSGOL GYNRADD PENYRHEOL

PENYRHEOL PRIMARY SCHOOL

Putting Children First
Plant yn Gyntaf

Putting children first to be ambitious and capable learners, ethical and informed citizens, enterprising and creative contributors and healthy, confident individuals.
Curriculum

2023 – 2024
The National Curriculum in Wales 2022 is organised around  4 Broad Purposes, 6 Areas of Learning and Experience and 3 Cross Curriculum Responsibilities.
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We are fully committed to working towards achieving the seven well-being goals identified in the Welsh Government Wellbeing of Future Generations Act 2015 Health and well-being is central to everything  at Penyrheol Primary School.
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is at the heart of our school’s planning, policies, practice and ethos. As a rights-respecting school we not only teach about children’s rights but also model rights and respect in all relationships – Linked to Articles 3, 7, 16 (CRC) All learning is also linked to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals(SDG’s)

Date of Review:
28th June 2023

Curriculum for Penyrheol 
Our Vision  Ein Golwg ni 
At Penyrheol we aim to develop lifelong, enthusiastic, innovative and creative learners who have the knowledge, skills and learning attributes that enable them to deal with whatever challenges lie ahead in a rapidly changing world. 
 
The well-being of our pupils is at the heart of our curriculum and our children learn best through practical 'hands on' learning opportunities; these enable them to experience learning in a meaningful way that reflects their interest and needs. Children are encouraged to follow and explore their own questions and enquiries in a creative environment. 
 
Our curriculum vision is rooted in Welsh values, culture and the Sustainable Development Goals in an authentic context relevant to the child. Children at Penyrheol have a voice and choice in their learning. Children know what they are good at and how to improve. We encourage a growth mindset, which focuses on fostering independence and resilience in an inclusive environment. 
 
It has the development of literacy and numeracy at its core, alongside developing the attributes for children to be good learners, as these are the essential life skills for every child to be able to access future learning. Problem solving and thinking skills are through all areas of our curriculum design . 
Introduction 
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The curriculum is all the planned activities that we organise in order to promote learning and personal growth and development. It includes not only the formal requirements of the National Curriculum, but also the range of extra-curricular activities that the school organises in order to enrich the experience of the children. We plan experiences, which are authentic and begin with cynefin (their immediate environment). Learning experiences are planned and driven by an overarching question with a focus on the SDG’s. Pupils have a voice in planning the learning experiences. We aim to teach children how to grow into positive, responsible people, who can work and co-operate with others while developing knowledge and skills, so that they achieve their true potential. 
Four Purposes  Pedwar Diben
Everything we do with children in our care is based around these Four Purposes: 
1. Ambitious, capable learners 

2. Ethical, informed citizens 

3. Enterprising, creative contributors 

4. Healthy, confident individuals 

Everything that is taught and learnt at school will have these Four Purposes as starting points when staff plan for the enriched learning experiences that pupils will receive. These Four Purposes are the exactly the same for pupils from Meithrin to Blwyddyn 6 but may appear in different ways in each class. 
Six Areas of Learning 
The teaching within our school is focused around six areas of learning: 
1. Expressive Arts 

2. Health and well-being 

3. Humanities 

4. Maths and numeracy 

5. Science and technology 

6. Languages, literacy and communication 

Within each of those six areas are three cross curricular responsibilities, namely: Literacy (including Welsh), Numeracy and Digital Competency. The learning is based around rich experiences usually a shared experience or educational visit enabling the pupils to develop all of the four broad purposes. We formally and informally talk to children all the time to ensure the learning is child-led. 
There are three cross curricular responsibilities which permeate each of the six areas of learning. 
Within each area, opportunities and experiences are planned to ensure the pupils are; 
ambitious, capable learners; 
ethical, informed citizens; 
enterprising, creative contributors;
 healthy, confident individuals. 
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Vision 
Our Vision  Ein Golwg ni 
At Penyrheol we aim to develop lifelong, enthusiastic, innovative and creative learners who have the knowledge, skills and learning attributes that enable them to deal with whatever challenges lie ahead in a rapidly changing world. 

The well-being of our pupils is at the heart of our curriculum and our children learn best through practical 'hands on' learning opportunities; these enable them to experience learning in a meaningful way that reflects their interest and needs. Children are encouraged to follow and explore their own questions and enquiries in a creative environment. 

 Our curriculum vision is rooted in Welsh values, culture and the Sustainable Development Goals in an authentic context relevant to the child. Children at Penyrheol have a voice and choice in their learning. Children know what they are good at and how to improve. We encourage a growth mindset, which focuses on fostering independence and resilience in an inclusive environment. 

It has the development of literacy and numeracy at its core, alongside developing the attributes for children to be good learners, as these are the essential life skills for every child to be able to access future learning. Problem solving and thinking skills are through all areas of our curriculum design.

At Penyrheol we want children to love learning. Lessons should be fun and engaging, exciting and thought provoking, challenging and inclusive. 

Principles 
The principles underpinning every Area of Learning and Experience (AoLE) in Penyrheol Primary ensures that the curriculum is: 
· authentic: rooted in Welsh values and culture and aligned with an agreed set of stated purposes 
· evidence-based: drawing on the best of existing practice within Wales and from elsewhere, and on sound research 
· responsive: relevant to the needs of today (individual, local and national) but also equipping all young people with the knowledge, skills and dispositions for future challenges as lifelong learners 
· inclusive: easily understood by all, encompassing an entitlement to high-quality education for every child and young person and taking account of their views in the context of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), and those of parents, carers and wider society 
· ambitious: embodying high expectations and setting no artificial limits on achievement and challenge for each individual child and young person 
· empowering: developing competences which will allow young people to engage confidently with the challenges of their future lives 
· unified: enabling continuity and flow with components which combine and build progressively 
· engaging: encouraging enjoyment from learning and satisfaction in mastering challenging AoLE matter 
· based on subsidiarity: commanding the confidence of all, while encouraging appropriate ownership and decision making by those closest to the teaching and learning process 
· manageable: recognising the implications for and supported by appropriate assessment and accountability arrangements. 
Our Aims 
At Penyrheol  Primary School all staff undertake to:

Facilitate considerate and positive relationships between all members of the school community. 
· Foster self-esteem and personal responsibility, linked to respect for the needs and feelings of others. 
· Develop confident, disciplined and enquiring learners, able to make informed choices. 
· Foster a love of learning. 
· Raise levels of attainment for all pupils, enabling them to achieve their personal best. 
· Encourage children to develop their thinking and problem solving skills. 
· Ensure that all pupils have a secure grasp of the basic skills of language, literacy, numeracy and ICT 
· Ensure equal opportunities in relation to gender, race, class, special needs and belief. 
· Value and respect all cultures. 
· Provide a safe and happy work place. 
· Promote a thoughtful and sustainable attitude towards the immediate and wider environment. 
The Children should: 
· learn to be adaptable, how to solve problems in a variety of situations, how to work independently and as members of a team; 
· be developing the ability to make reasoned judgements and choices, based on interpretation and evaluation of relevant information from a variety of sources; 
· be happy, safe and secure; 
· be enthusiastic and eager to put their best into all activities; 
· begin acquiring a set of moral values, (e.g. honesty, sincerity, personal responsibility; on which to base their own behaviour); 
· be expected to behave in a dignified and acceptable way and learn to become responsible for their actions; 
· care for and take pride in their school; 
· be developing tolerance, respect and appreciation of the feelings and capabilities of others in an unbiased way; 
· be developing non-sexist and non-racist attitudes; 
· know how to think and solve problems mathematically in a variety of situations using concepts of number, algebra, measurement, shape and space, and handling data; 
· be able to listen and read for a variety of purposes and be able to convey their meaning accurately and appropriately through speech and writing for a variety of purposes; 
· be developing an enquiring mind, and understand the world we live in. Through investigation children are taught to observe carefully, record accurately, question and interpret; 
· have an opportunity to solve problems using technological skills; 
· be capable of communicating their knowledge and feelings through various art forms including art / craft, drama and be acquiring appropriate techniques which will enable them to develop their inventiveness and creativity using a variety of media. Children also consider the style and work of artists including masters and modem works and artists in Wales; 
· be encouraged to consider how things work and how they are constructed. Children have opportunities to design products, design, appreciate, evaluate and modify their work when necessary; 
· be identified when extra help is needed. They will be assessed to determine any Special Education Needs. We have links with numerous outside agencies that provide support for this when needed; 
· be identified where appropriate as being a more able pupil who enhanced needs are then further catered for through specific differentiation, individual challenges and curriculum assessment / planning; 
· be given appropriate Relationships education (see our separate document: RSE Policy); 
· be encouraged in music; which plays an important part in the life of the school. Our aim is for children to listen to & appreciate music, play percussion instruments, sing and compose, and perform before an audience. 
· know about geographical, historical and social aspects of the local environment and the national heritage, be aware of other times and places, and recognize links among family, local, national and international events; 
· have some knowledge of the beliefs of the major world religions, and take part in a daily act of worship alongside all other children in school. We also have regular visits by familiar members of the Open the Book Church and the school enjoys positive links with our local Church; 
· be developing agility, physical co-ordination and confidence in and through movement; 
· know how to apply the basic principles of Health, Hygiene and Safety. 
Our vision for Language Literacy and Communication

At Penyrheol we aspire to nurture and develop confident and independent users of language; speakers,listeners, readers and writers who have a lifelong love of language. We engage children in understanding how language connects us all; if I learn in one language I can learn in another.
The Welsh language is one of the treasures of Wales and part of what defines us as a people and a nation. Our mission is to ensure all our children understand that they are citizens of Wales and the world and understand their identity and culture. We support Welsh Government’s pledge to achieve one million Welsh speakers by 2050 speakers and we are currently working towards the Gold Siarter Iaith. Through developing a love of literature we will fire our children’s imagination and create opportunities to be creative.
Our vision for Mathematics and Numeracy

At Penyrheol, our vision for the learners of Mathematics and Numeracy is for each individual to become a “mathematical thinker” who is excited by the beauty of Mathematics. Our learners will develop a confident sense of numbers and a computational fluency through seeking patterns, making connections and being curios as they solve problems and learn to understand the importance of numeracy in their daily lives. We want our learners to be mathematical explorers who embrace uncertainty and take risks as they find creative solutions to problems.  
Our learners will become numerate which will enable them to confidently make informed decisions which impact on their physical, mental, social and financial well-being.
Our vision for Health and Well- being 
Our school moto Putting Children First encapsulates our ethos and focus as a school; developing healthy, confident individuals who are prepared to live fulfilled lives as valued members of society.  
Our Health & Well-being curriculum at Penyrheol Primary seeks to provide a holistic approach and vision for understanding the importance of our own health and well-being. We seek to support our children in developing their skills and knowledge to navigate life's opportunities and challenges.  The children are taught the fundamental components of this Area which are physical health and development, mental health, and emotional and social well-being. They will learn that good health and well-being is important to enable successful learning to take place. Children will have the opportunities through experiential learning to develop and foster the skills in a supportive environment to become life- long learners. We hope to nurture children who are engaged, happy and focused on their goals. Engagement with this Area will help to focus our whole-school approach and enable health and well-being to permeate all aspects of school life.
Our Vision for Expressive Arts

At Penyrheol Primary, the Expressive Arts area of learning incorporates five disciplines: art, dance, drama, film and digital media and music. These disciplines are interconnected by their creative process.
We aim to instill in our pupils with a passion for the arts that enhances their creative, artistic and performance skills. This passion can be derived from creating, observing and applying their skills in varied settings and situations. In practice, it will include regular workshops with resident experts in drama, music and art, in addition to holistic experiences in class through well planned topic activities.
Our mission is to engage pupils physically, socially and emotionally, nurturing their well-being, self-esteem, confidence and resilience while gaining an understanding and appreciation of cultures and societies in Wales and in the wider world. The ethos of Penyrheol Primary is centred around developing pupil enjoyment and engagement with the expressive arts in order to enrich their future lives.
Our Vision for Science and Technology

Learning about science and technology together will inspire our learners to be skilled critical thinkers, problem-solvers, collaborators, designers and innovators. Through an understanding of how our world works, our learners will enjoy discovery and ignite their creativity and imagination bringing value to a more equal and just society.  
Our Vision for Humanities

At Penyrheol, the Humanities area of learning seeks to foster a natural curiosity about the world surrounding pupils. Pupils will explore significant events and historical figures in order to gain an understanding of the past and how these past actions have consequences and impacted our world today.
We aim to provide an exciting and purposeful curriculum that ensures all pupils acquire skills that are transferrable and progressive. Our mission is to provide a learning environment where pupils flourish and develop secure values and a respect for themselves, their peers, a diverse community and the wider world. Pupils will learn about their own locality and cultural heritage. The ethos of the school is founded on setting high expectations and enabling pupils to aspire to a lifelong learning journey.
Organisation and planning 
The curriculum at Penyrheol is planned collaboratively with pupils to ensure a balance of experiences that support delivery of the skills and range outlined in the Foundation Phase Framework, LNF, National Curriculum and DCF. 
Learning experiences are considerate of pupil voice and planned to ensure explicit teaching that will allow the application of skills across all six Areas of Learning and Experience. 
Teachers use on line planning and tracking programmes to ensure progression of skills and the range is adequately covered and that there are appropriate opportunities for children to build on prior knowledge and reflect on their learning. 
All children are given opportunities to apply their knowledge and skills independently through missions, in which they have autonomy to select resources and represent their understanding in different ways. 
Children are given opportunities to learn in different environments and in different ways. The outdoor environment as a teaching/learning resource will be used as appropriate. 
We plan our curriculum in three phases. We agree a long-term plan for each Progression Step. This indicates which topics are to be taught in each term, and to which groups of children. We review our long-term plan on an annual basis. 
With our medium-term plans, we give clear guidance on the objectives and teaching strategies that we use when teaching each topic. Our short-term plans are those that our teachers write on a weekly or fortnightly basis. We use these to set out the learning objectives for each session, (WALT) and success criteria (WILF) and to identify what resources and activities we are going to use in the lesson. 
We adopt an inter-disciplinary topic approach to curriculum planning. We plan the curriculum carefully, so that there is coherence and full coverage of all aspects of the Curriculum, and there is planned progression in all curriculum areas. 
We take a thematic approach to planning as clear links need to be made between AoLE areas. However, on occasions AoLEs may be taught in discrete lessons where appropriate. Over the three terms of the academic year, each child has the opportunity to experience the full range of National Curriculum AoLEs. 
Children with Additional Learning Needs (ALN) 
The curriculum in our school is designed to provide access and opportunity for all children who attend the school. If we think it necessary to adapt the curriculum to meet the needs of individual children, then we do so only after the parents of the child have been consulted. 
If a child has a special need, our school does all it can to meet these individual needs. We comply with the requirements set out in the ALN Code of Practice in providing for children with special needs. If a child displays signs of having additional learning needs, his/her teacher makes an assessment of this need. In most instances the teacher is able to provide resources and educational opportunities through Universal Provision which meet the child’s needs within the normal class organisation. We always provide additional resources and support for children with Additional Learning Needs. 
The school provides an Individual Educational Plan (IEP) / Individual Development Plan (IDP) for each of the children who are on the ALN Register. This sets out the nature of the special need, and outlines how the school will address the need. It also sets out targets for improvement, so that we can review and monitor the progress of each child at regular intervals. Children who have IEPs / IDPs will have tasks and activities linked specifically to their targets, that support them in achieving successful outcomes. 
More Able and Talented Children (MAT) 
The Foundation Phase 
Our school fully supports the principle that young children learn through play, and by engaging in well-planned structured activities. Teaching in the Early Years classes builds on the experiences of the children in their pre-school learning. 
During the children’s first term in the Nursery class, their teacher makes a baseline assessment with input from parents to record the skills of each child on entry to the school. This assessment forms an important part of the future curriculum planning for each child. 
We are well aware that all children need the support of parents and teachers to make good progress in school. We strive to build positive links with the parents of each child by keeping them informed about the way in which the children are being taught and how well each child is progressing. 
The role of the AoLE Team Leader 
The role of the AoLE Team leader is to: 
· provide a strategic lead and direction for the AoLE; 
· support and offer advice to colleagues on issues related to the AoLE; 
· monitor pupil progress in that AoLE area; 
· provide efficient resource management for the AoLE. 
It is the role of each AoLE leaders to keep up to date with developments in their AoLE, at both national and local level. They review the way the AoLE is taught in the school and plan for improvement. This development planning links to whole-school objectives. Each AoLE leader reviews the curriculum plans for their AoLE, ensures that there is full coverage of the National Curriculum and that progression is planned into schemes of work. 
Monitoring and review 
Our governing body has named persons responsible for each Area of Learning and Experience (AoLE) and they liaise with the AoLE leaders, and monitor more closely, the way the school teaches these AoLEs. A programme of visits is undertaken throughout the year. 
The headteacher is responsible for the day to day organisation of the curriculum. The headteacher monitors the termly and weekly/ fortnightly plans for all teachers, ensuring that all classes are taught the full requirements of the National Curriculum, and that all lessons have appropriate learning objectives. 
AoLE leaders monitor the way their AoLE is taught throughout the school. They examine long- term and medium-term planning, and ensure that appropriate teaching strategies are used. 
AoLE leaders also have responsibility for monitoring the way in which resources are stored and managed. 
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To make sure we are all working towards the same purpose, the Act puts in place seven
well-being goals. The Act makes it clear the listed public bodies must work to achieve al of
the goals, not just one or two.

A Prosperous Wales A Resilient Wales A More Equal Wales A Healthier Wales

A Wales of Cohesive A Wales of Vibrant Culture A Globally Responsible
Communities & Thriving Welsh Wales
Language



[image: image7.jpg]


[image: image8.png]DEVELOPMENT




[image: image9.png]



5
2
C:\Users\adm.sian.lewis\Hwb\Administrative Storage - Documents\POLICY\New Curriculum for Wales 2023\Curriculum Policy June 23.doc

