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The new National Curriculum in Wales will have 4 Broad Purposes, 6 Areas of Learning and Experience and 3 Cross Curriculum Responsibilities.  This Policy indicates how the school is preparing for the new curriculum under the existing statutory National Curriculum Requirements for Wales (September 2014).

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) is at the heart of our school’s planning, policies, practice and ethos. As a rights-respecting school we not only teach about children’s rights but also model rights and respect in all relationships – Linked to Articles 3, 7, 16 (CRC)

SUCCESSFUL FUTURES

Independent Review of Curriculum and Assessment Arrangements in Wales

Professor Graham Donaldson  (February 2015)

The New Curriculum in Wales will be planned to achieve 4 Broad Purposes:

That children and young people develop as:

· Ambitious capable learners

· Enterprising creative contributors

· Ethical informed citizens

· Healthy confident individuals

The Curriculum will be organized into 6 areas of learning and experience:

· Expressive Arts

· Health and well-being

· Humanities

· Languages

· Literacy and communication

· Mathematics and numeracy

· Science and technology

There will be 3 cross curriculum responsibilities:

· Literacy

· Numeracy

· Digital Competence

Full implementation of the New Curriculum in Wales is planned for September 2022.  Curriculum planning documents indicate our preparation for the new curriculum as outlined above but remain organized under existing statutory National Curriculum Requirements for Wales (September 2014).
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Wales is a country rich in cultural diversity and heritage. The Curriculum Cymreig is an entitlement of all pupils in Wales to be made aware of the particular environment, traditions and culture in which they live.

Our aims for the implementation of the Curriculum Cymreig are that all pupils can experience and gain:

· A sense of place and heritage;

· A sense of being Welsh; 

· A sense of pride in Wales; 

· A better understanding of the creative and expressive arts that are unique

to Wales and the particular area of Wales in which the pupils live;

· An appreciation of the Welsh Language and its use in everyday situations.
In Penyrheol Primary School we encourage staff and pupils to use the Welsh language in every day situations e.g. greetings, simple commands, at lunchtime, out on the playground, during registration and observation of the weather.  Bilingual visitors are welcomed to the school; posters, signs and relevant displays are placed around the school and the language is to be heard during assemblies and concerts.  We take full account of the recommendations within “Successful Futures” (Donaldson – February 2015), supporting a renewed focus on learning Welsh as a means of communication.  We also recognise implications for enhancing the competence in the Welsh language for all staff and are implementing a rolling programme of ongoing training and professional development including termly and annual sabbaticals. 
A Welsh dimension is explored across all areas of the curriculum in the following ways: 

· Children are introduced to Welsh folk legends as well as works by modern Welsh authors.  They have the opportunity to see performances of dramas performed by local theatre groups and visitors. 

· As Welsh is a second language it is hoped that the children will begin to understand how one can express oneself in different ways, become sympathetic towards their own language and so more tolerant and respectful of other languages.

· Children have opportunities to visit places such as Techniquest in Cardiff, Cardiff Bay, local industries, Welsh Heritage Centre, Welsh coastlines, as well as the school’s own environment. This enables children to relate their learning experiences in the classroom to life in Wales today.

· Also visits to Welsh Museum of Life (St Fagan’s) and Llancaiach Fawr amongst others help the children to understand their own Welshness and the social, cultural and ethnic influences that have shaped it. 

· Pupils learn about the physical environment beginning with the school’s own grounds, extending into the local environment.  They are made aware of the relationships of Wales to the wider world and the influences, which have changed it.

· Children make visits to local places of worship and local clergy are frequent visitors to the school.  Throughout the year children take part in a wide range of assemblies where the Welsh language is used.  When possible they learn about the significance of Christian festivals as well as those of other religions, which form a part of Welsh society today.

· Children also learn about the lives of Welsh Saints and others who have shaped the religious history of our country eg St David and Mari Jones.  Children develop awareness of Christian tradition in church and chapel and its influence on Welsh life.

· We encourage opportunities for pupils to work alongside famous Welsh artists, in particular Mr Dave Marchant. 

Welsh Week (A celebration of Wales)
Welsh Week is held during the Spring Term when each class explores various aspects of the Welsh culture. The week is rounded off with an Eisteddfod celebration where the children share the activities they have undertaken throughout the week. The range of activities from across the curriculum include, tradition folk dancing, cooking and tasting Welsh foods, poetry, arts, Welsh songs and stories, story writing and many more. We finish off the Week with a Welsh parade. We walk around the local community and encourage parents, friends of the school and community members to join us in celebrating living in Wales. We wave flags, sing Welsh songs and raise awareness of the traditional Welsh costume.

We are particularly proud of our close association with the Belmont Male Voice Choir, who have performed a number of live concerts with our school choir both at school and at St Catherines church and ASDA, Gorseinon.

Children are also encouraged to become involved in choral singing, recitation and playing a musical instrument and ample opportunities are provided for each child to take part in concerts and assemblies.

At Penyrheol Primary School we are proud of our Welsh heritage and we aim to provide every opportunity for all pupils to develop an awareness and pride in the fact that they are citizens of Wales.
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All schools will have access to the final curriculum from 2020 to allow them to move towards full rollout in 2022
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