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The new National Curriculum in Wales will have 4 Broad Purposes, 6 Areas of Learning and Experience and 3 Cross Curriculum Responsibilities.  This Policy indicates how the school is preparing for the new curriculum under the existing statutory National Curriculum Requirements for Wales (September 2014).

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) is at the heart of our school’s planning, policies, practice and ethos. As a rights-respecting school we not only teach about children’s rights but also model rights and respect in all relationships – Linked to Articles 3, 7, 16 (CRC)

SUCCESSFUL FUTURES

Independent Review of Curriculum and Assessment Arrangements in Wales

Professor Graham Donaldson  (February 2015)

The New Curriculum in Wales will be planned to achieve 4 Broad Purposes:

That children and young people develop as:

· Ambitious capable learners

· Enterprising creative contributors

· Ethical informed citizens

· HEMAUthy confident individuals

The Curriculum will be organized into 6 areas of learning and experience:

· Expressive Arts

· HEMAUth and well-being

· Humanities

· Languages

· Literacy and communication

· Mathematics and numeracy

· Science and technology

There will be 3 cross curriculum responsibilities:

· Literacy

· Numeracy

· Digital Competence

Full implementation of the New Curriculum in Wales is planned for September 2022.  Curriculum planning documents indicate our preparation for the new curriculum as outlined above but remain organized under existing statutory National Curriculum Requirements for Wales (September 2014).
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Introduction

This policy is concerned with ‘bilingual’ learners (hereafter referred to as bilingual EMAU learners) in Swansea schools who have a home language other than English or Welsh and who are in the process of learning to use English as an additional language for educational purposes.

Context

· Bilingual EMAU learners in Swansea come from a range of ethnic backgrounds.  Most are clustered in several schools in and around the centre of Swansea, with increasing numbers of isolated learners in ever growing numbers of schools across the LEA.

· Bilingual EMAU learners in school in Swansea come from a variety of language and literacy backgrounds.  Some have arrived at school having had a certain amount of exposure to the English language and the local culture, others are newcomers to both.  Some have developed literacy skills in their home language, others are pre-literate.  Some have comparable schooling to their age equivalent peers, others may have experienced interrupted or no previous education.

· The majority of bilingual EMAU learners’ families have settled permanently in Swansea.  The remainder may stay in the country for a period of anywhere between 1 and 3 years.

Statement of Intent

The City and County of Swansea’s English as an Additional Language Service helps schools carry out their responsibility to bilingual learners in their entitlement to equal access to the National Curriculum and in the achievement of their academic potential.

Statutory Framework

· 1994 Act

· 1988 Education Reform Act

· 1976 Race Relations Act

· The l976 Act does not explicitly recognise the unequal status of different ethnic groups in society.  It does, however, make provision for positive action by which it is not unlawful to provide persons of a particular ethnic group with special access to facilities or services to meet welfare or any ancillary benefits provided they have a particular need which is met by such provisions
Underlying Principles

· All bilingual EMAU learners are entitled to the full range of pre-school and statutory educational services.

· All bilingual EMAU learners are entitled to equal opportunities of educational success.

· Bilingualism / multilingualism is an achievement which is educationally enriching.
· Having a home language other than English or Welsh is not a learning difficulty.  Special Educational Needs and the needs of bilingual EMAU learners are not identical neither are they mutually exclusive.

LA Objectives

The City and County of Swansea’s EMAU Service aims to achieve the following objectives:-

· To ensure that all bilingual EMAU learners participate in and gain access to mainstream and National Curriculum provision.

· To support bilingual EMAU learners in their acquisition of English language skills across the curriculum.

· To ensure that bilingual EMAU learners attain National Curriculum levels appropriate to their intellectual ability.

· To assess and monitor progress in the acquisition of English as an additional language for all bilingual EMAU learners at both primary and secondary levels.

· To promote partnership teaching and other appropriate methods of supporting bilingual EMAU learners.

· To provide training for subject/class teachers in strategies that will address the needs of bilingual EMAU learners.

· To support bilingual EMAU learners through the home language(s) and offer interpreting/translating services to schools and parents of bilingual EMAU learners.

· To develop resources, including home language materials, that will enhance the linguistic skills and conceptual understanding of bilingual EMAU learners.

· To develop home/school/community links.
Governor’s Responsibilities

· Governors have an obligation to take positive action to ‘provide persons of a particular ethnic group with special access to facilities or services to meet the particular needs of that group’. (1976 Race Relations Act).

· Governors have a responsibility to meet the requirements of the 1944, 1981 and 1988 Education Acts.  (See Statutory Framework Section 4).

Headteacher’s Responsibilities

· Headteachers of each school should ensure that the needs of bilingual EMAU learners are identified and provided for.

· Headteachers of each school should refer pupils deemed to be in need of support to the English as an Additional Language Service via the Service’s Referral Form (EMAU 1).

· Headteachers of each school should ensure that bilingual EMAU learners are integrated into mainstream education.

Assessment

· It should be recognised that bilingual EMAU learners can make rapid progress in acquiring English but also to be fully competent in the use of academic language for learning can take up to 10 years (see Collier ’97).  The level of competency (particularly of literacy) in the home language(s) directly affects the time taken to acquire English as an additional language.

· Careful assessment should be undertaken by EMAU support staff to ensure that the learners needs of all bilingual EMAU learners are met.
· Assessment is carried out according to the five Stages (A – E) defined by the EMAU Service to classify pupils according to competence in English.  These identify need and contribute to defining the level of support provided for pupils.

· Assessment in  home language will be carried out by a Bilingual Support Worker, where deemed appropriate.

· Other assessment should comply with procedures used for all other pupils in the school concerned, e.g. SATs.

· Care should be taken to ensure that assessment is not culturally biased against pupils from particular ethnic groups or influenced by unconscious assumptions about relative abilities and characteristics of different ethnic groups.

· Care should be taken when assessing bilingual EMAU learners who might also have Special Educational Needs (SEN).   The numbers of these pupils should be in the same proportion as found in the monolingual population.

Curriculum Planning

· All pupils have curriculum learning needs, bilingual EMAU learners also have language learning needs.

· Language is best learned in a meaningful context – the mainstream classroom.

· Bilingual EMAU learners should be encouraged to use their home language in the learning environment.

· The richness of linguistic diversity should be celebrated through the curriculum.

· Knowledge and understanding of other cultures can be enhanced for indigenous pupils by drawing on the experiences of bilingual EMAU learners and integrating it into the curriculum.

Teaching Process

· Specialist EMAU teachers support bilingual EMAU learners in their learning of English across the curriculum in partnership with subject / class teachers.

· The partnership model adopted by the EMAU Service is well researched, highly commended and complies with the l976 Race Relations Act.

· Whenever appropriate/possible support is provided through a pupil’s home language by bilingual support workers.

· In addition to the support provided by the EMAU Service every subject/class teacher has responsibility for the language development of bilingual EMAU.

Conclusion

· The best progress in language learning is made when subject/class teachers, EMAU support teachers and bilingual support workers work closely together and with the co-operation of the pupils themselves and their parents.

· It is evident that the progress of bilingual EMAU learners is significantly influenced by school and community ethos and by teacher attitude and expectation.  It is therefore important that schools value and celebrate cultural and linguistic diversity.
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All schools will have access to the final curriculum from 2020 to allow them to move towards full rollout in 2022



