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The new National Curriculum in Wales will have 4 Broad Purposes, 6 Areas of Learning and Experience and 3 Cross Curriculum Responsibilities.  This Policy indicates how the school is preparing for the new curriculum under the existing statutory National Curriculum Requirements for Wales (September 2014).

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) is at the heart of our school’s planning, policies, practice and ethos. As a rights-respecting school we not only teach about children’s rights but also model rights and respect in all relationships – Linked to Articles 3, 7, 16 (CRC)
SUCCESSFUL FUTURES

Independent Review of Curriculum and Assessment Arrangements in Wales

Professor Graham Donaldson  (February 2015)

The New Curriculum in Wales will be planned to achieve 4 Broad Purposes:

That children and young people develop as:

· Ambitious capable learners

· Enterprising creative contributors

· Ethical informed citizens

· Healthy confident individuals

The Curriculum will be organized into 6 areas of learning and experience:

· Expressive Arts

· Health and well-being

· Humanities

· Languages

· Literacy and communication

· Mathematics and numeracy

· Science and technology

There will be 3 cross curriculum responsibilities:

· Literacy

· Numeracy

· Digital Competence

Full implementation of the New Curriculum in Wales is planned for September 2022.  Curriculum planning documents indicate our preparation for the new curriculum as outlined above but remain organized under existing statutory National Curriculum Requirements for Wales (September 2014).
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All schools will have access to the final curriculum from 2020 to allow them to move towards full rollout in 2022




This document is a statement of the aims, principles and strategies for teaching and learning in English at Penyrheol Primary School.   It is the basis for the whole English curriculum, both formal and informal and complements the guidelines of our Teaching for Learning Policy and the revised Curriculum for Wales English – September 2015. This policy has been written to ensure consistency of approach in pedagogy and practice within and across key phases.
This Policy is the result of extensive whole school discussion, training and debate.  The content of this policy has been influenced by information gathered through parental and pupil questionnaires, staff meetings and LA led training and ongoing monitoring and evaluation including classroom observations. 
The Donaldson Review (February 2015) states that the Language, Literacy and Communication Area of Learning and Experience has obvious connections with all of the other Areas of Learning and Experience.  It will also be at the heart of developing all four broad purposes of the curriculum. It also identifies how experience of Welsh and modern foreign language learning can help children and young people to become excited about and interested in language.
The original purpose of the LNF is to help achieve the aim of the Welsh Government that children in Wales are able to develop excellent literacy and numeracy skills during their time at school. The development of these skills must be interwoven throughout the curriculum. The LNF provides a continuum of development that sets out annual expected outcomes in literacy and numeracy. Cross curricular planning including Cornerstones and Building Blocks will ensure that high quality opportunities for the application of literacy and numeracy skills are embedded across the curriculum and progression is supported for all learners.

The literacy component has three strands:

· Oracy across the curriculum

· Reading across the curriculum

· Writing across the curriculum

At Penyrheol we use Assessment for Learning (AfL) strategies to implement the LNF. This approach gives learners the opportunity to give effective feedback about their learning, monitor their own progress and consider next steps. Learners see that the skills they are learning are transferable and lifelong.

The elements and strands of the revised Curriculum for Wales have been broken down into Rubric Milestones identifying the specific focus for differentiated activities to meet the needs of all learners.  Skills relate to the programmes of study and LNF statements identified within the revised curriculum document.

Language, Literacy and Communication Skills in the Foundation Phase

In the Foundation Phase Learners are immersed in language experiences and activities. Their skills develop through talking, signing/communicating and listening. They are encouraged to communicate their needs, feelings and thoughts, retell experiences and discuss individual and group play. Some Learners will communicate by means other than speech. 
Learners refer to their intentions by asking questions, voicing/expressing opinions and making choices through a variety of media and by building on previous experiences. 

Learners will be given opportunities to take part in P4C sessions where they develop skills of active listening, turn taking, making decisions, making connections, asking questions, agreeing and disagreeing and reflecting.

 Learners will learn and enjoy stories using Pie Corbett storytelling techniques and strategies.

Learners are encouraged to listen and respond to others, to the variety of life experiences that their peers bring to the learning environment, and to a range of stimuli, including audio-visual material and ICT interactive software and mobile devices.

In oracy Learners will be encouraged to use strategies such as; Think Pair Share, hot seating and the magic telephone,

Learners have opportunities to choose and use reading materials, understand the conventions of print and books and be given a wide range of opportunities to enjoy mark-making and writing experiences. 

Reading is taught using a variety of strategies during focused, planned and continuous provision including Shared and Guided Reading. Ben and Betty is used to introduce learners to phonics in the Nursery and Read Write Inc is used from  Nursery throughout the whole school.

Learners use the Thinking Wall and the TASC wheel to record their questions and prior knowledge. This also forms part of Reflection time at the end of each week.
They are helped to develop an awareness of Wales as a country with two languages, and to show positive attitudes to speakers of languages other than Welsh and English. Language skills learned in one language should support the development of knowledge and skills in another language. 
Oracy
Rationale
The four strands of Oracy: Speaking; Listening, viewing and responding; Group Discussion and Interaction, and role play and drama permeate the whole curriculum. Interactive teaching strategies are used to engage all pupils in order to raise reading and writing standards. Learners are encouraged to develop effective communication skills in readiness for later life.

Aims
Our aims are to make clear the importance of effective communication through the use of clear, articulate speech and attentive listening.

To develop in all Learners the capacity to:
· Communicate and express themselves effectively and confidently

· Understand the relationship between purpose, audience and context

· Listen actively and respond appropriately

All classrooms have a selection of materials that can be used to promote different types of talk which include a range of fiction, picture, poetry and information books, multi-media images, class puppets and activities which require co-operative working e.g. role play area, drama etc
Teaching and learning strategies
· P4C sessions and Circle time activities.

· Read Write Inc activities e.g. Partner Talk

· Pie Corbett Storytelling

· Talk for writing-talk partners, think pair share and rehearsing ideas before writing 

· Planned opportunities for oracy in schemes of work for individual, paired and group learning activities
· Assemblies, class council, school council

Assessment

· Assessment is seen as an integral part of the  planning process and is used to identify and improve the Learners’ performance and progress
· Oracy is part of the Assessment Cycle in each class
· All Learners should be supported in valuing their own dialect and languages and use them where appropriate to context and purpose. When necessary or helpful they should also be able to use Standard English.

Reading
Rationale

Reading is an essential skill to unlock learning. At Penyrheol Primary we place high importance on the teaching of reading to raise standards and also the development of enjoyment of reading and a lifelong love of books. Our pedagogy begins with synthetic phonics with Read Write Inc and alongside this we use The 8 Reading Behaviours and the 9th Reading Behaviour teaching research skills.
Aims

Our aims are

· To develop the skills to become independent, thoughtful and critical readers, who read for pleasure as well as for information.

· To encourage a love of books and to share that enjoyment with others

· To see reading as a life enhancing experience
· To raise standards of attainment in reading

· To develop and promote strong home school partnerships and to work closely with parents.
Staff are able to articulate confidently and clearly how reading is taught across the school.

Teaching and Learning strategies across the school- How we teach reading
Our pupils learn to read and write effectively and quickly using the Read Write Inc. Phonics programme. 
The Read Write Inc. Phonic programme
The programme is for: 

· pupils in Year R to Year 2 who are learning to read and write

· any pupils in Years 2 and 3 who need to catch up rapidly. 
· Readers in Year 4 will use the Rapid readers targeting level 2 and 3.
Struggling readers in Years 5 and 6 follow Read Write Inc. Fresh Start.

We teach pupils to:

· decode letter-sound correspondences quickly and effortlessly, using their phonic knowledge and skills

· read ‘tricky’ words on sight

· understand what they read

· read aloud with fluency and expression

· write confidently, with a strong focus on vocabulary and grammar

· spell quickly and easily by segmenting the sounds in words

· acquire good handwriting. 

In addition, we teach pupils to work effectively with a partner to explain and consolidate what they are learning. This provides the teacher with opportunities to assess learning and to pick up on difficulties, such as pupils’ poor articulation, or problems with blending or alphabetic code knowledge.

We group pupils homogeneously, according to their progress in reading rather than their writing. This is because it is known that pupils’ progress in writing will lag behind progress in reading, especially for those whose motor skills are less well developed.

In Year R we emphasise the alphabetic code. The pupils rapidly learn sounds and the letter or groups of letters they need to represent them. Simple mnemonics help them to grasp this quickly. This is especially useful for pupils at risk of making slower progress. This learning is consolidated daily. Pupils have frequent practice in reading high frequency words with irregular spellings – ‘tricky words’. 

We make sure that pupils read books that are closely matched to their increasing knowledge of phonics and the ‘tricky words’. This is so that, early on, they experience success and gain confidence that they are readers. Re-reading and discussing these books with the teacher supports their increasingly fluent decoding. 

Alongside this, the teachers read a wide range of stories, poetry and non-fiction to pupils; they are soon able to read these texts for themselves.

Embedding the alphabetic code early on means that pupils quickly learn to write simple words and sentences. We encourage them to compose each sentence aloud until they are confident to write independently. We make sure they write every day.

Pupils write at the level of their spelling knowledge, that is, they use their knowledge of the alphabetic code and the tricky words they have learnt. They can soon spell more complex words confidently and accurately. The quality of the vocabulary they use in their writing reflects the language they have heard in the books the teacher has read to them; they have also discussed what the words mean.

Our aim is for pupils to complete the phonics programme as quickly as possible. The sooner they complete it, the sooner they will be able to choose books to read at their own interest and comprehension level.
Achievement in our school

Assessing and tracking progress

We assess all pupils from Year R to Year 4 on the Read Write Inc. Sound and Word Entry Assessment and we use these data to assign them to either Read Write Inc. Phonics or Read Write Inc. Literacy and Language, along with Read Write Inc. Spelling. This gives us a very good indication of how well they are making progress relative to their starting points. We do this for all pupils, whenever they join us, so we can track all of them effectively, including those eligible for the pupil premium.

For those on the Read Write Inc. Phonics programme, we record their starting date and entry point on the tracker to monitor the rate at which they are making progress. We can also easily identify those who joined the programme later.

In addition, we use the National Reading Tests to inform teacher assessment. 

By the end of Foundation Phase, our pupils are able to read aloud age-appropriate texts accurately and with sufficient speed. This means that we can focus on developing their comprehension, preparing them well for transition to Key Stage 2. Their good decoding skills mean that they have a sound strategy for decoding unfamiliar words when they come across them at whatever stage or in any subject, even into secondary school. 

We aim for all children to be accurate and speedy readers by the time they enter Key Stage 2.

The 8 Reading Behaviours

Learners are taught the following strategies; these are strategies which are used together to understand what has been read.

Learners use their prior knowledge to help comprehend text and solve problems across the curriculum.

Learners are taught to make connections between themselves and the different things they read.

Learners are taught to ask questions to understand what they are reading.

Learners are encouraged to visualize- create images in their minds that reflect or represent the ideas in the text.

Learners use inference to construct meaning beyond the literal.

Learners summarise what they have read in order to articulate what is important.

Learners make judgements about what they’ve read and explain why.

Learners reflect on the text they’ve read and see information in new ways.

Teachers will teach the reading behaviours individually each year, usually in two or three week blocks. Teachers will use the Reading Behaviour symbols on tasks so children become familiar with the behaviours.

· Shared Reading

Shared Reading is a powerful strategy as it helps learners develop their reading skills in a supportive, whole class context, whilst extending their subject knowledge. Shared Reading is a strategy used to teach features of text before Learners write.

Shared Reading is when teachers model how to approach text as readers by modelling, demonstrating and analysing text with the class. We use Pie Corbett strategies teaching the children to read the text as writers, picking out sign posts of text types.

· Guided Reading
During guided reading the teacher is consciously teaching reading to a small group of readers. Learners are grouped according to ability.

TAs also deliver guided reading sessions with groups of learners.

Research Skills

Learners retrieve and collate information and ideas from a range of sources including printed, visual, audio, media, ICT and drama in performance. Research skills are taught from Nursery to enable learners to access Rich Tasks as part of the LNF.
Resources

There are a wide range of quality reading resources linked to the requirements of the National Curriculum, attractively displayed and easily available to all learners and teachers. Each classroom has developed a quality reading environment with current fiction, non-fiction, magazines attractively displayed. See Appendix 1 Literacy Overview

All materials used to teach reading consist of meaningful texts which conform to the normal patterns of written English and which are free from stereotype and reflect the diversity existing within society.

ALN learners will use Beat Dyslexia materials.
Assessment is seen as an integral part of the planning process and is used to identify and improve Learners’ performance and progress.
Reading assessment tasks are identified on class Assessment cycles. Teachers assess Learners’ attainment and progress in all the strands of reading-During guided reading Learners’ progress is monitored closely and targets for improvement are set.
Parental Involvement

Parents are fully informed about the school’s approach to the teaching of reading and their role in that process. Parent Workshops are presented and regular newsletters update parents on the school’s approach to reading.
Parents are closely involved in positively supporting their learners’ reading. Home School Reading Records are an important way to communicate between home and school. Reading Records and reading books are sent home each night. 

Parent Consultations provide a valuable opportunity to share reading data with parents and to give advice on next steps for learning in reading.
Regular Home Learning is set which often involves learners using reading skills.

Each class has a range of books available for learners to take home and parents are encouraged to come into class library areas to choose reading books with their child.

Reading Merits, prizes and positive reinforcement, alongside positive adult role models give reading a high status.

We promote events at the local library to encourage parents to make use of this valuable resource

Writing
Rationale

Writing is the ability to construct and convey meaning in written language. It is a complex process that requires the writer to understand the social functions of writing in order to use genre appropriately, matching it to audience and purpose. In addition, writing requires the writer to understand and apply accurately the conventions of syntax, spelling and punctuation.

Aims

It is our aim to ensure that

· Writing is seen as purposeful;

· That Learners are taught the range of social functions that writing can perform e.g. to entertain, instruct, inform and persuade;

· Learners are taught what is involved in the process of writing;

· From the earliest stage Learners’ efforts at writing will be recognised and valued.
· Writing skills are transferable across the curriculum
Guidelines
Strategies
Opportunities are provided for:
· Emergent writing, mark making in Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 through directed teaching activities or as a result of continuous provision in class

· Shared Writing – within the English lesson and across the curriculum

· Guided Writing/Independent Writing - within the English lesson or other areas of learning

· Pie Corbett Storytelling approach stimulates imitation and innovation in story writing, warming the word, stretching the sentence and using the Pie Corbett actions
· Handwriting – practised regularly within the literacy lesson. Write dance used in Foundation Phase and a range of multi sensory activities.

· Writing to be stimulated by experiences outside the classroom or as a result of a visitor to school
· Non fiction text types are mapped across the curriculum on a two year cycle linked to our Cornerstones themes.

Pie Corbett Talk for Writing Approach for Non Fiction Text

· Imitation
· Innovation
· Independent application
Generics of non fiction: teaching the text type
· colour coding
· topic sentences
·  structure - boxing up 
Tuning in to the Topic

· Drama….role play, first lines, role on the wall, conscience alley, masks,  etc…. 
· Environment… clues left in the room, woodland display, role play area, artwork..
· Read, read ,read…. how many versions do you know?
· Multi media… Newsround website, First News, Teen Kids News, local radio station…..etc
Imitation

· Learn orally the text, using a washing line.

· Box the text into a grid and name the paragraph headings
· Highlight any useful WOW words
Draw story maps and make anchor charts to display through the writing period
Innovation 
· Brainstorm a good ti
· Think through how you would write the opening paragraph  –
· Now, in turns, tell your opening paragraph to your partner and discuss how each version could be improved
· Add information to the grid or Sue Palmer skeleton- embellish if need be.

· Shared writing of each paragraph followed by independent writing.

· Write own paragraphs and then work in pairs as response partners.

Innovation Feedback

Polishing and editing are key….
· Write own models for editing
· Move from writing own texts for teaching editing on to using children’s writing -  use of a visualizer 
· Teach editing as a class then in pairs.
· Use marking to identify strengths and places where writing might be improved. Use Milestones.
Independent Application
· Children create their own version of the text type
Summary

· Imitation : 
> tune into the topic and text type - have some fun!
> read and talk the text type 
· Innovation: 
> box up
> magpie and play with the language
· Apply independently & across the curriculum
· Shared/guided writing – driven by assessment is key.
· Children write, edit &  polish.
Teachers are aware of what is involved in the transition from spoken to written language and their role in the development of Learners as writers.

Time is allocated within the daily Literacy lesson for the teaching and development of writing. In addition opportunities for extended and sustained writing will be created including cross curricular work.

The links between reading and writing are recognised and these are exploited in order to enhance the development of both.

Language is systematically organised by its grammar which is inextricably linked to meaning and communication. Learners will be made aware of key grammatical principles and their effects, to increase the range of choices open to them when they write.

There is differentiated support for learners
The approach to teaching and learning
· Learners consistently see adults writing in many contexts and for a variety of purposes

· Teachers use the Pie Corbett  Talk for Writing Strategies
· The range of writing taught is represented in the school collection of written material which includes good quality fiction and non fiction containing a range of genres and format e.g. science fiction, historical, fantasy, explanation, factual information, procedure, persuasion, picture books, short stories, poetry, letters, diaries, maps and charts.
· Children are taught to write paragraphs and we set our paragraphs out by writing next to the margin to start a paragraph. We will leave a line between each paragraph.

· Children are taught that we use a new paragraph for a new topic, place or person speaking. We also use the 1-3-1 model for text type writing (one paragraph to introduce, three paragraphs , then a concluding paragraph)
· Assessment is seen as an integral part of the planning process and is used to identify and improve Learners’ performance and progress. In Key Stage 2 Learners complete tasks each term in their Progress Books where their progress is closely monitored and next steps for learning are given. Learners use Milestones to see how they can improve their writing to the next level.
· Self assessment and evaluating their own work is to be developed and encouraged from the earliest stage

· Learners’ confidence in writing will grow from aiming for and achieving success. Teachers will work with Learners to set targets for improvement and above all, earn praise, encouragement and recognition for success. Targets will be in child speak and post it notes are used on the children’s writing.
Spelling

Rationale

Learners need to spell accurately and confidently in order to aid communication. The ability to spell is an aid to understanding and making meaning.

Aims

· By the end of their primary education pupils should be able to;

· Spell confidently most of the words they are likely to use in their own writing

· Recognise those aspects of English spelling that are systematic

· Make a sensible attempt to spell words they have not seen before

· Check their work for misspellings

· Use a dictionary appropriately

Guidelines

Learners experience spelling throughout the curriculum. Specific skills and opportunities should be planned for and are taught weekly using the Read Write Inc Spelling programme. Children who have completed the RWI programme will be taught spelling using the RWI programme. Spelling patterns are taught on Mondays and reinforced through the week in short activities to consolidate learning.

Learners’ efforts are valued. Teachers promote an interest in words, their derivations and usage.

The approach to teaching and learning

· Resources include a range of dictionaries and ICT which support the acquisition of knowledge about language, word derivation and definition. Teachers will maintain an environment rich in opportunities to develop spelling. 

· Ben and Betty and RWI is used to teach phonics and spelling in the Foundation Phase

· In Key Stage 2 children will be using RWI and RWI spelling according to the stage in their development.

· Learners will have access to spelling programs and spell checkers in use of ICT and spelling apps e.g. Spellasaurus

· Parents will be informed, when appropriate, about the school’s approaches to spelling and how they can best help their Learners.

· Assessment is seen as an integral part of the planning process and is used to identify and improve Learners’ performance and progress.

Handwriting

Rationale

Handwriting is a skill which aids communication. It involves the ability to use a range of writing implements effectively. Handwriting is important because it may add to, or detract from the content and purpose of written communication. 

Aims

Our aims are to provide appropriate teaching and a variety of purposeful situations and opportunities, so that Learners are able to;

· Achieve a clear, legible style with correctly formed letters

· All learners are encouraged to develop a style of writing which enables them to communicate effectively, particularly ALN children.

· Develop flow and speed

· Develop the relationship between fluent handwriting and spelling

· Encourage Learners to take pride in the presentation of all work across the curriculum.

· Provide an accurate model for Learners with teacher’s own handwriting.

Guidelines

Learners receive consistent messages about handwriting conventions. Early letter formation is taught using RWI and children are taught to join their letters from Year 3 using the Read Write Inc handwriting model.

Handwriting is taught regularly and systematically

Teachers are aware of the needs of left handed writers and make appropriate provision for them.

The approach to teaching and learning

· In order to develop confidence and control, learners at all stages of development will have opportunities to use a wide range of materials.

· Learners will be taught correct letter formation through RWI.

· Multi sensory activities are used in the Foundation Phase.

· We use Read Write Inc and letter joins are taught from Y3.

· Teachers and LSAs will use the school style when writing in the Learners’ books, on the board and where appropriate for display purposes.

· Wherever possible the teaching of handwriting will be linked to the phonics and letter strings being taught. 

· Learners are encouraged to write in pencil up to Y2 and in pen from Summer Term Y2 onwards. 

· Learners use black Berol Handwriting pens for publishing work for display purposes. Written work will be published on white paper using guidelines. 

Assessment for Learning

Effective Marking
We believe feedback and marking should provide constructive feedback to every child, focusing on success and improvement needs against success criteria; enabling learners to become reflective learners and helping them close the gap between current and desired performance.

Marking and feedback should;

· Relate to WALT and WILF which has been shared with the learners

· Use Milestones AFL grids- these show children how they can achieve the next level in child friendly speak.

· Involve all adults working in the classroom

· Give recognition and appropriate praise for achievement

· Give learners specific time to reflect, respond and act on marking/feedback.

· Give clear strategies for improvement

· Be child friendly

· Inform targets and future learning- post it notes will be used to remind children in Key stage 2 of next steps.

· Learners use the ‘Purple Pen of Progress’ in response to a green think bubble to improve and extend their learning.

Summative Assessment
Learners from Y2 to Y6 complete the annual National Reading Tests and progress scores are available each year. 

Results of individual pupils’ assessments are made available to parents concerned i.e. Parental Interviews and End of Year Reports. 
Data is used to evidence improved standards through the use of pupil data to inform future planning for intervention and value added within the year.

Class teachers are actively encouraged to make effective use of all available pupil data with regard to classroom organisation and curriculum planning. Teachers use their Class Data analysis to inform their planning and teaching.  

Inclusion and ALN
Children with ALN are grouped and a programme of intervention linked to heir IEP is set up. This may include strategies such as Beat Dyslexia, Toe by toe and Rapid Readers. There are also more specific programmes available for SLD available from the SENCO. Sometimes these learners work with the teacher and sometimes with associate staff.

More Able and Talented

We maintain a clear focus on raising standards and ensuring that all learners are appropriately challenged and provision ensures every child is enabled to achieve their personal best.

Lesson plans identify specific skills differentiated to meet the needs of all learners including those pupils targeted to achieve above expected level.  All learners are familiar with success criteria for identified tasks and the next steps for learning.  The use of Pathways in maths and Rubric Milestones in English enhance pupil awareness of how each learner can evaluate and improve their own learning.  A whole school culture of every learner being supported and challenged to “Go for Gold” and to achieve their “Personal Best (PB)” is actively promoted.
Relative Achievement of Boys

Each set of class/cohort data is interrogated and boy’s who are under achieving are grouped for Intervention. There is a whole school action plan to address issues of achievement for boys. Teachers are aware of these strategies and build them into their teaching of boys accordingly.

Strategies include personalised learning, identifying success criteria, writing for ‘real’ situations, use of challenges, quizzes, go for five. Talk for writing, use of media and ICT (Media Pod) and giving time limits.

English as an Additional Language

Learners of English as an Additional Language with intellectual and socially compatible peers, as good models of age appropriate English. All aspects of English are taught within the context of the curriculum, with collaborative activities planned to maximise the development of both social and academic English.

Links with the Local and Wider Community

Every opportunity is given to raising Learners’ awareness of the rich human and physical resources that are available to them both locally and nationally.

• A number of agencies and external bodies are used to provide Learners with richer and more varied learning opportunities. Gorseinon Library, Theatre Na N’og, Artists in residence are some examples of providers who enhance Learners’ learning in a variety of settings.

• Links with the feeder secondary school are exploited to ensure a smooth transition from Year 6 to Year 7.

• Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship (ESDGC) is an integral part of the English curriculum and allows the Learners to appreciate and discover issues and connections with the wider world through literature, drama, visits and visitors.
Curriculum Cymreig
English contributes to the Curriculum Cymreig by developing learners’ understanding of the cultural identity unique to Wales they develop awareness of the literary and linguistic heritage through the study of literary, non-literary, media and other texts and through activities that explore issues pertinent to life in Wales, past and present.
PSE
English contributes to learners’ personal and social education by providing

opportunities to develop their understanding of social interaction through

collaborative working. The exploration and reflection upon texts dealing

with a range of themes can encourage the development of self-knowledge,

emotional maturity and empathy with the human condition
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