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The new National Curriculum in Wales will have 4 Broad Purposes, 6 Areas of Learning and Experience and 3 Cross Curriculum Responsibilities.  This Policy indicates how the school is preparing for the new curriculum under the existing statutory National Curriculum Requirements for Wales (September 2014).

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) is at the heart of our school’s planning, policies, practice and ethos. As a rights-respecting school we not only teach about children’s rights but also model rights and respect in all relationships – Linked to Articles 3, 7, 16 (CRC)

SUCCESSFUL FUTURES

Independent Review of Curriculum and Assessment Arrangements in Wales

Professor Graham Donaldson  (February 2015)

The New Curriculum in Wales will be planned to achieve 4 Broad Purposes:

That children and young people develop as:

· Ambitious capable learners

· Enterprising creative contributors

· Ethical informed citizens

· Healthy confident individuals

The Curriculum will be organized into 6 areas of learning and experience:

· Expressive Arts

· Health and well-being

· Humanities

· Languages

· Literacy and communication

· Mathematics and numeracy

· Science and technology

There will be 3 cross curriculum responsibilities:

· Literacy

· Numeracy

· Digital Competence

Full implementation of the New Curriculum in Wales is planned for September 2022.  Curriculum planning documents indicate our preparation for the new curriculum as outlined above but remain organized under existing statutory National Curriculum Requirements for Wales (September 2014).
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GEOGRAPHY POLICY

Introduction
This document is a statement of the aims, principles and strategies for teaching and learning in geography at Penyrheol Primary School. It is the basis for the whole Geography curriculum, both formal and informal and complements the guidelines of our Teaching and Learning Policy and the Skills Framework.

The policy has recently been reviewed in the light of recent developments in effective pedagogy within the Revised National Curriculum Orders, The Skills Framework 3- 19 and the Foundation Phase 3-7 years.

Geography will be included within the Humanities areas of learning and experience within the new Curriculum for Wales providing rich opportunities for children to gain an understanding of historical and geographical, political, economic and societal factors.

The organisation and planning of geography is carried out by individual teachers through weekly phase planning sessions, and supported by the geography co-ordinator. Long term planning provides an overview of the geography topics to be studied in each phase group. Schemes of work are the responsibility of each individual teacher, but are monitored and reviewed against the Skills Framework and the National Curriculum Programmes of Study by the geography co-ordinator and the Senior Management Team.

Maths and Numeracy Pathways

Maths and Numeracy Pathways consist of both Maths statements of attainment and LNF statements.

These are to be included where appropriate as a means to provide extra levels of challenge to all pupils where relevant to the Geography SOW and National Curriculum Document. Pupils are given an ‘Over to You’ task to complete before being taught. Their attainments are then highlighted in blue highlighter pen on the Numeracy Pathways. A specific teaching sequence of skills will then be followed by a ‘Prove it’ task, where children are then assessed on what they have learnt and can apply. These attainments are then highlighted in Pink, identifying progress made and next steps forward. 

Use school exit slips (self, peer and teacher KS2). 

English and Literacy Pathways

Pathways are to be used for Reading and Oracy.  Rubric Milestones are to be used at the beginning and end of a piece of writing. Pathways consist of both English and LNF statements of attainment. Rubric Milestones are taken from the Penyrheol Progression of Text Types document and 

 Pie Corbett’s Talk for Writing teaching guide for progression in writing year by year - Updated for 2015-16. 
These are to be included where appropriate as a means to provide extra levels of challenge to all pupils where relevant to the Geography SOW and National Curriculum Document. Rubric Milestones can be shared on Hwb. Rubric Milestones will be split up into LNF Aspects to clearly identify strands to teachers and children.

Use school exit slips (self, peer and teacher KS2). 

Knowledge and Understanding of the World in the Foundation Phase

The aims of teaching Geography during Foundation Phase are:

· Learners should experience the familiar world through enquiry, investigating the indoor and outdoor environment in a safe and systematic way. 

· They should be given experiences that help them to increase their curiosity about the world around them and help them to begin to understand past events, people and places, living things and the work people do.

·  Children should be encouraged to enjoy learning by exploration, enquiry, experimentation, asking questions and trying to find answers. 

· They should learn to demonstrate care, responsibility, concern and respect for all living things and the environment.

· They should develop and communicate using an increasing range of appropriate vocabulary. 

· They should learn to express their own ideas, opinions and feelings with imagination, creativity and sensitivity.

· These skills will be taught through participation in experiential learning activities and through the use of sources such as stories, photographs, maps, models and ICT.

Geography at Key stage 2

The aims of teaching Geography in Key stage 2 are:

· At key stage 2, learners will build on their skills, knowledge and understanding that they have already acquired during the Foundation Phase. 

· Geography develops and stimulates learner’s interests in and fosters a sense of wonder of, places and the world about them.

· Through the study of their own Welsh locality, the world beyond, different environments and events in the news, learners will develop an understanding of what places are like and how and why they change.

· Through practical activities and first hand investigations in the classroom and out of doors, learners will develop skills to gather and make sense of information, use maps, think creatively and share ideas through discussion.

· Geography should provide learners to consider important issues about their environment, and to recognise how people from all over the world are linked.

· Learners are encouraged to understand the importance of sustainability, develop an informed concern about the quality of their environment, and to recognise that they are global citizens.

Throughout the school a broad range of techniques should be used in the teaching of Geography, including individual, paired and group work, focusing on the needs of the individual pupil and their preferred styles of learning. Teachers facilitate well structured lessons that enable all children to experience success, clearly identifying agreed assessment for learning criteria, including clear questioning which matches the pace and direction of the lesson ensuring quality time is planned and implemented enabling reflection and review. A range of organisational strategies are routinely employed to facilitate effective learning including KWL charts, Learning Walls, Talk-partners, group work, interactive white boards, concept cartoons, interactive displays, peer assessment and target setting.

Assessment

Assessment is used to guide the progress of individual pupils. It involves identifying each child's progress through the curriculum, determining what each child has learned and what, therefore, should be the next stage in his/her learning process to progress in key skills.  Assessment should be formative and diagnostic as well as summative.  Formative assessment is mostly carried out informally by teachers in the course of their teaching. Suitable tasks for assessment include:- 

· Whole school implementation of agreed assessment for learning (AFL) strategies WALT and WILF.

· small group discussions, perhaps in the context of a practical task.

· short assessments in which teachers give questions orally and pupils write answers.

· specific assignments for individual pupils.

· individual discussions in which Learners are encouraged to appraise their own work and progress.

· active use of’ next steps for learning comments’ during marking and peer assessment is planned for and actively encouraged where comments are meaningful and related to prior knowledge and future action required. 

Formal Summative Assessment   

Assessment is an integral part of the planning process for the teacher.  It is part of the monitoring process which takes place along side the monitoring of entitlement related to the programmes of study. 

 The complete Assessment Cycle is identified in the Assessment Policy.  Data is available from teacher assessment. Results and trends are analysed and inform the target setting process using INCERTS.

Results of individual pupils assessments are made available to parents concerned i.e. Parental Interviews, Reports. 

Class teachers are actively encouraged to make effective use of all available pupil data with regard to classroom organisation and curriculum planning.  

Assessment is seen as an integral part of the planning process and is used to identify and improve Learners’ performance and progress.

Feedback to Pupils 

It is widely recognised as being of vital importance in helping us to achieve effective learning. Learners need to be clear about their own achievement and attainment and need specific guidance relating to factors which need to be in place in order to successfully achieve the next stage within their learning. Peer assessment and the use of effective marking is proving a powerful motivating factor in supporting Learners to become reflective learners and active participants in the planning of the next phase of learning. Learners are encouraged to reflect on their own progress through discussion and the occasional marking of work.

Effective Marking
· aims to help Learners learn, not to find fault and comments aim to be positive and constructive.

· is often done while a task is being carried out through discussion between class and teacher.

· of written work is used sensitively and with discretion so a child can assimilate a limited number of corrections at one time - this will vary according to age and ability.

Inclusion and ALN

Children with ALN are supported within a smaller group to facilitate their learning more effectively inline with their IEP’s or as identified by the class teacher. 

More Able and Talented

Provision is made in each class for children identified as More able and talented. Strategies to support these children in their learning include:

· working in a variety of ways

· recording work in a greater variety of ways

· allowing more independence when attempting investigations

· opportunities for open ended tasks

Relative Achievement of Boys

Each set of class/cohort  data is interrogated and boy’s who are under achieving are grouped for Intervention. There is a whole school action plan to address issues of achievement for boys. Teachers are aware of these strategies and build them into their teaching of boys accordingly.

Links with the Local and Wider Community

Every opportunity is given to raising Learners’ awareness of the rich human and physical resources that are available to them both locally and nationally and internationally.

· A number of agencies and external bodies are used to provide Learners with richer and more varied learning opportunities. Gorseinon Library, Mobile Library, Theatre Na N’og, Artists in residence are some examples of providers who enhance Learners’ learning in a variety of settings.

· Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship (ESDGC) is an integral part of the Geography curriculum and allows the Learners to appreciate and discover issues and connections with the wider world through literature, drama, visits and visitors.

· The school has been part of an international Comenius project and the International Inspiration Olympics 2012.

[image: image1.png]



[image: image2.jpg]USE 'It WISE USE it TWICE




· ”Use it wise, use it twice”  is the slogan of the Comenius project aiming to investigate and re-evaluate our different energy provisions, energy conservation, ability to reduce waste, re-use objects and how we recycle, and finally launch a campaign to raise awareness about our environmental impact and ways to reduce negative effects. 

· We are six schools from six nations: Leirvik skule - Norway, Penyrheol Primary School - Wales, Osnovna šola Starše - Slovenia, Ecole primaire Condorcet - France,  ZESPÓŁ SZKÓŁ imienia Poległych na Pasternioku - Poland and Ceip Los Cristianos - Spain.
· We are currently involved in 2 e-twinning project with schools from Spain and Romania and have completed a number of British Council International links applications.

· Staff have completed a number of British Council Digital Competence training sessions and work collaboratively with other schools across Swansea.
Skills across the curriculum

Developing thinking 

In geography, learners develop their thinking skills through investigation, planning enquiries and carrying out fieldwork. They ask and answer questions, and gather, sort and evaluate information. They draw conclusions, make decisions and form opinions about places, environments and the geographical issues that affect the world around them. They reflect on what they have learned in one context to develop more abstract understanding and apply their knowledge and skills in new contexts. 

Developing communication 

In geography, learners select, use, apply and combine a variety of skills to communicate their geographical understanding, through maps, images and extended writing with specialist terminology. Through their investigations they learn to acquire information, assess the authenticity and bias of data and media reports and adapt their own presentations to different audiences. In discussing geographical issues, they develop and justify their ideas, views and opinions in debates and through multimedia presentations. 

Developing ICT

In geography, learners should use their ICT skills to access the internet for information, including maps and satellite images, such as Google Earth. They use different databases, spreadsheets, multimedia and geographical information systems to identify relationships and patterns.

Developing number 

In geography, learners apply number skills in the classroom and in fieldwork to measure, gather and analyse data. They use mathematical information to understand direction, distances and scale and to determine locations when using plans, maps and globes. 

Curriculum Cymreig

Geography contributes to the Curriculum Cymreig by developing learners’ understanding of the cultural identity unique to Wales, they develop awareness of the cultural, economic, environmental, historical and linguistic characteristics of Wales. 

PSE

Geography contributes to learners’ personal and social education by providing

opportunities to develop their role as local and global citizens and appreciate the diversity of communities in Wales and other countries. They investigate how and why environments change and the importance of sustainability. They learn about the links between producers and consumers and how people’s economic and environmental actions in one part of the world cam impact on the lives of others.
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All schools will have access to the final curriculum from 2020 to allow them to move towards full rollout in 2022



