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The new National Curriculum in Wales will have 4 Broad Purposes, 6 Areas of Learning and Experience and 3 Cross Curriculum Responsibilities.  This Policy indicates how the school is preparing for the new curriculum under the existing statutory National Curriculum Requirements for Wales (September 2014).

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) is at the heart of our school’s planning, policies, practice and ethos. As a rights-respecting school we not only teach about children’s rights but also model rights and respect in all relationships – Linked to Articles 3, 7, 16 (CRC)

SUCCESSFUL FUTURES

Independent Review of Curriculum and Assessment Arrangements in Wales

Professor Graham Donaldson  (February 2015)

The New Curriculum in Wales will be planned to achieve 4 Broad Purposes:

That children and young people develop as:

· Ambitious capable learners

· Enterprising creative contributors

· Ethical informed citizens

· Healthy confident individuals

The Curriculum will be organized into 6 areas of learning and experience:

· Expressive Arts

· Health and well-being

· Humanities

· Languages

· Literacy and communication

· Mathematics and numeracy

· Science and technology

There will be 3 cross curriculum responsibilities:

· Literacy

· Numeracy

· Digital Competence

Full implementation of the New Curriculum in Wales is planned for September 2022.  Curriculum planning documents indicate our preparation for the new curriculum as outlined above but remain organized under existing statutory National Curriculum Requirements for Wales (September 2014).
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HISTORY POLICY

Introduction 

This document is a statement of the aims, principles and strategies for teaching and learning in geography at Penyrheol Primary School. It is the basis for the whole History curriculum, both formal and informal and complements the guidelines of our Teaching and Learning Policy and the Skills Framework.

The policy has recently been reviewed in the light of recent developments in effective pedagogy within the Revised National Curriculum Orders, The Skills Framework 3- 19 and the Foundation Phase 3-7 years.
History will be included within the Humanities areas of learning and experience within the new Curriculum for Wales providing rich opportunities for children to gain an understanding of historical and geographical, political, economic and societal factors.

What is History?

History has been described as a social necessity and a self knowledge.  Every society requires a knowledge of its own past.  Society has to know itself and understand its relationship with the past therefore history will help a child to understand its relationship with the past and with other societies.  Almost every individual has an inborn curiosity and sense of wonder about the past.

As an educational activity history can promote the development of language, numeracy, observation and communication with others.  Furthermore, it can develop a lively and enquiring mind necessary for life long skills. 

Maths and Numeracy Pathways

Maths and Numeracy Pathways consist of both Maths statements of attainment and LNF statements.

These are to be included where appropriate as a means to provide extra levels of challenge to all pupils where relevant to the History SOW and National Curriculum Document. Pupils are given an ‘Over to You’ task to complete before being taught. Their attainments are then highlighted in blue highlighter pen on the Numeracy Pathways. A specific teaching sequence of skills will then be followed by a ‘Prove it’ task, where children are then assessed on what they have learnt and can apply. These attainments are then highlighted in Pink, identifying progress made and next steps forward. 

Use school exit slips (self, peer and teacher KS2). 

English and Literacy Pathways

Pathways are to be used for Reading and Oracy.  Rubric Milestones are to be used at the beginning and end of a piece of writing. Pathways consist of both English and LNF statements of attainment. Rubric Milestones are taken from the Penyrheol Progression of Text Types document and 

 Pie Corbett’s Talk for Writing teaching guide for progression in writing year by year - Updated for 2015-16. 
These are to be included where appropriate as a means to provide extra levels of challenge to all pupils where relevant to the History SOW and National Curriculum Document. Rubric Milestones can be shared on Hwb. Rubric Milestones will be split up into LNF Aspects to clearly identify strands to teachers and children.

Use school exit slips (self, peer and teacher KS2). 

History at Key Stage 2

At Key Stage 2, learners build on the skills, knowledge and understanding acquired during the Foundation Phase. 

The aims of teaching History are: 

· Learners have experiences that make history enjoyable, interesting and significant. 

· They develop their curiosity about the past, the characteristics of different periods, from early times to the present, and the ways in which they are different from each other and from the present. 

· They learn by enquiry about the ways of life of different people in these periods of history, drawing on important developments, key events and notable people in their locality, Wales and Britain. 

· They engage in stimulating and focused historical enquiry using a wide range of sources, including representations and interpretations of the past, and organise and communicate their skills, knowledge and understanding in an increasing variety of ways.

Teaching & Learning

As a skills-based curriculum enables a more creative, cross-curricular approach to the teaching of History, although we will remain to teach many popular areas of study but through our over- arching questions.

History teaching focuses on enabling children to think as historians. We recognise the importance of examining historical artefacts and primary sources. In each key stage we give children the opportunity to visit sites of historical significance, regarding this as an important way of stimulating interest in the past. We encourage visitors to come into school to share expertise of a particular area. We recognise and value the importance of stories in history teaching and use them as a stimulus, a means to ask questions and relate to famous characters in past times. We focus on helping children understand that historical events can be interpreted in different ways, and that they should always ask searching questions to gather information. 

Throughout the school a broad range of techniques should be used in the teaching of History, including individual, paired and group work, focusing on the needs of the individual pupil and their preferred styles of learning. Teachers facilitate well structured lessons that enable all children to experience success, clearly identifying agreed assessment for learning criteria, including clear questioning which matches the pace and direction of the lesson ensuring quality time is planned and implemented enabling reflection and review. A range of organisational strategies are routinely employed to facilitate effective learning including KWL charts, Learning Walls, Talk-partners, group work, interactive white boards, interactive displays, peer assessment and target setting.

Assessment is used to guide the progress of individual pupils. It involves identifying each child's progress through the curriculum, determining what each child has learned and what, therefore, should be the next stage in his/her learning process to progress in key skills.  Assessment should be formative and diagnostic as well as summative.  Formative assessment is mostly carried out informally by teachers in the course of their teaching. Suitable tasks for assessment include:- 

· Whole school implementation of agreed assessment for learning (AFL) strategies WALT and WILF.

· small group discussions, perhaps in the context of a practical task.

· short assessments in which teachers give questions orally and pupils write answers.

· specific assignments for individual pupils.

· individual discussions in which Learners are encouraged to appraise their own work and progress.

· school produced, standardised tasks.

·  active use of next steps for learning comments’ during marking and peer assessment is planned for and actively encouraged where comments are meaningful and related to prior knowledge and future action required. 

Formal Summative Assessment   

Assessment is an integral part of the planning process for the teacher.  It is part of the monitoring process which takes place along side the monitoring of entitlement related to the programmes of study. 

The complete Assessment Cycle is identified in the Assessment Policy.  

Data is available from teacher assessment. Results and trends are analysed and inform the target setting process using SIMS and INSERTS.

Results of individual pupils assessments are made available to parents concerned i.e. Parental Interviews, Reports. 

Effective Marking
· aims to help Learners learn, not to find fault and comments aim to be positive and constructive.

· is often done while a task is being carried out through discussion between class and teacher.

· of written work is used sensitively and with discretion so a child can assimilate a limited number of corrections at one time - this will vary according to age and ability.

Inclusion and ALN

Children with ALN are grouped and a programme of intervention linked to their IEP is set up. This may include strategies such as use of visual cues, working within a support group, selecting their preferred method of recording their learning- diagrams, pictures oral contribution and discussion. There are also more specific programmes available for SLD available from the SENCO.

More Able and Talented

Provision is made in each class for children identified as More able and talented. Strategies to support these children in their learning include:

· working in a variety of ways

· recording work in a greater variety of ways

· allowing more independence when attempting investigations

· opportunities for open ended tasks

English as an Additional Language

Learners of English as an Additional Language with intellectual and socially compatible peers, as good models of age appropriate English. All aspects of English are taught within the context of the curriculum, with collaborative activities planned to maximise the development of both social and academic English.

Links with the Local and Wider Community

Every opportunity is given to raising Learners’ awareness of the rich human and physical resources that are available to them both locally and nationally.

· A number of agencies and external bodies are used to provide Learners with richer and more varied learning opportunities. Many people in the community come into to talk to the children about their childhood and memories. This providers and enhances Learners’ learning in a real interactive way. 

· Comenius is a project aiming to form knowledge and understanding about the European culture and language variety and values among students and training staff. Comenius is a project under the umbrella of the European Commission initiative: Lifelong Learning Programme.

· Comenius is aimed at schools, and is relevant for all members of the education community: pupils, teachers, local authorities, parents’ associations, non-government organisations, teacher training institutes, universities and all other educational staff.

Skills across the curriculum (History) 

Developing thinking

In history, learners develop their thinking skills through historical enquiry and reflection on key questions, ideas and interpretations.

Developing communication

In history, learners develop their skills of oracy, reading and writing and wider communication skills through using aural and written sources and communicating ideas, opinions, arguments and conclusions.

Developing ICT

In history, learners develop their ICT skills by using technology in enquiries, and to develop and present their findings.

Developing number

In history, learners develop their number skills through developing chronological awareness, using conventions relating to time, and making use of data, e.g. census returns and statistics.

Curriculum Cymreig

History contributes to the Curriculum Cymreig by making local and Welsh history a focus of the study and helping learners to understand the factors that have shaped Wales and other countries today.

PSE

History contributes to learners’ personal and social education by developing their skills of enquiry and critical thinking; their understanding of different views and interpretations of people and events; and of the way in which people have affected their environment in the past. It gives learners an historical context in which to set their lives.
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All schools will have access to the final curriculum from 2020 to allow them to move towards full rollout in 2022
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