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The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) is at the heart of our school’s planning, policies, practice and ethos. As a rights-respecting school we not only teach about children’s rights but also model rights and respect in all relationships – Linked to Articles 3, 7, 16 (CRC)
HOME, SCHOOL

& THE WIDER COMMUNITY POLICY
PRINCIPLES

At Penyrheol Primary School we believe: 

· A good relationship between teachers and parents can aid a child’s development and achievement and can be an enriching experience for all concerned. It is important for parents and teachers to realise the valuable role that the other has to play in the child’s development.

· Forming good relationships built upon mutual respect encourages parents to support the school and share in the school’s aspirations for their child.  If children realise that their parents and teachers have mutual understanding and are working together for their benefit then they are likely to be more secure, more motivated and more successful at school.
· By getting to know the parents and something of the children’s background teachers are able to guide and teach the children with greater understanding and sympathy and so achieve greater success as educators.

AIMS

In order to develop and maintain good links between home, school and the community we at Penyrheol Primary School aim to:

· Provide a welcoming atmosphere

· Actively build good relationships

· Encourage the involvement of parents and other members of the community in the education of the children and the life of the school

· Relieve parental concerns and worries about the child’s education

· Provide regular opportunities to discuss a child’s development

· Develop a partnership between parents, other agencies, community members and teachers involving collaboration, co-operation and a sharing of knowledge, skills and experiences
· Utilise the expertise of parents and other community members.
LINKS BETWEEN HOME & SCHOOL

Links between home and school are established by:
· Welcome

The welcome that parents receive, particularly on their first visit, will often set the tone of their relationship with the school.  Therefore it is important that they feel welcome as soon as they enter the building and a bright, inviting environment with displays of children’s work helps to do this.

· Visiting Classes and learning walks
Pre-school visits take place in the Nursery class prior to the child’s entry to allow parents and children to meet the Nursery staff, familiarize themselves with the setting and to collect information and documentation concerning starting dates and times.
A similar meeting takes place prior to entry into the Reception classes when teachers explain new routines and address parents’ questions regarding full-time education.  

At the start of each new school year, parents are invited to their child’s new classroom to join in with a learning walk as part of our whole school self evaluation. This provides the opportunity for parents to become familiar with the new class teacher and staff as well as developing a better understanding of the learning environment including routines and learning strategies. 
· Written Communication

This may be in the form of issue letters, texts to parents about events and new initiatives, class information letters about themes and projects with guidance and ideas as to how they can help, assessment information, invitations, etc.

· Parent Consultations
When parents are invited to meet with the child’s teacher to discuss progress and development and to agree targets personal to their child.

· Annual Reports

Written reports are given at the end of every school year. An extensive range of pupil performance data is now available for all learners and provides a starting point for discussion during parent consultations. 
· Special School Events
Open Days

Sports Day

Concerts

Discos

Summer and Christmas Fayre

Christmas Community Events
Community Projects

· Parents Working in the School

Parents are encouraged to participate in day to day tasks within the school environment in a number of ways.  A DBS check is completed by the school for all regular volunteers.  Requests for volunteering follow the ‘Volunteer Policy October 2015’. Roles can include the following:-
· Aiding the teacher in the preparation of display areas

· Working with small groups under the guidance of the teacher, DT, playing board games, cookery, art/craft work, reading groups

· Helping with school trips and outings

· Assisting with concerts

· People as Resources

· People who are able to offer a special expertise or who have interesting jobs or hobbies are encouraged to inform the school.  These parents, grandparents or other members of the local community can then be invited to talk to classes, work with small groups or spend time in the classroom as and when appropriate.
· Other activities which promote links between home and school include:

· Individual pupil reading records

· Story Sacks

· Class puppets

· Bring and tell

· Sending in items relating to themes

· Lending objects/artifacts for interest tables

· Making and repairing resources

· Visits from the vicar, fireman, policeman, etc.

· Coffee mornings

· FOPS (Friends of Penyrheol School)
LINKS WITH THE WIDER COMMUNITY 

Visitors from the community are invited into the school to talk to the children on a variety of subjects.
A number of local organizations use the school facilities at evenings and weekends – Aerobics, Brownies, Keep Fit.

We are always endeavouring to build links with local businesses to help with various projects in the school. 

We have also formed good relationships with many local organisations including:

· The community police

· Churches and chapels

· OAP’s – Gorseinon Institute, Llys Gwalia, Maes Yr Efail
· Asda 
· Gorseinon Town Council

· The Health Centre

· Gorseinon Library

· Penyrheol Comprehensive School
· Gower College

CONCLUSION
Education in Penyrheol Primary School is very much a process linked with other influences such as home and the local community. These influences can be extremely effective when working in partnership with the school.

By maintaining positive links between home and school, formal learning is not isolated from home life and parents, staff and children are encouraged to see education as a co- operative team effort.
Where strong links are forged much can be achieved for the benefit of our children.  There is an increasing role for all stakeholders in the school community to engage in ongoing whole school self evaluation.  The ‘My Voice’ electronic questionnaires will secure greater active involvement in this important starting point to identify priorities for development in the future.  Parents are reminded to provide email details to facilitate half termly stakeholder questionnaires.
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