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The new National Curriculum in Wales will have 4 Broad Purposes, 6 Areas of Learning and Experience and 3 Cross Curriculum Responsibilities.  This Policy indicates how the school is preparing for the new curriculum under the existing statutory National Curriculum Requirements for Wales (September 2014).

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) is at the heart of our school’s planning, policies, practice and ethos. As a rights-respecting school we not only teach about children’s rights but also model rights and respect in all relationships – Linked to Articles 3, 7, 16 (CRC)

SUCCESSFUL FUTURES

Independent Review of Curriculum and Assessment Arrangements in Wales

Professor Graham Donaldson  (February 2015)

The New Curriculum in Wales will be planned to achieve 4 Broad Purposes:

That children and young people develop as:

· Ambitious capable learners

· Enterprising creative contributors

· Ethical informed citizens

· Healthy confident individuals

The Curriculum will be organized into 6 areas of learning and experience:

· Expressive Arts

· Health and well-being

· Humanities

· Languages

· Literacy and communication

· Mathematics and numeracy

· Science and technology

There will be 3 cross curriculum responsibilities:

· Literacy

· Numeracy

· Digital Competence

Full implementation of the New Curriculum in Wales is planned for September 2022.  Curriculum planning documents indicate our preparation for the new curriculum as outlined above but remain organized under existing statutory National Curriculum Requirements for Wales (September 2014).
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KEY SKILLS POLICY

INTRODUCTION

Children learn practise, develop and refine a range of skills in our school.  Some of these skills are specific to certain subjects; others are universal key skills and support learning in all subjects.  These key skills underpin learning throughout the school.  We aim to equip children with these key skills so that they can be as successful as possible in the future.  Key skills permeate the whole curriculum and are taught through all subjects and extra curricular activities.  The identification of key skills is a major part of the planning process; the curriculum is skills content driven.

In the Foundation Phase and at Key Stage 2 we are looking for opportunities to develop the framework skills of Thinking, Numeracy, Literacy and ICT.
The ability to use a range of skills effectively is crucial to every learner from early years and throughout life. We all need to communicate, to use mathematical, creative and problem-solving skills, to benefit from the use of information technology and to develop personal and social skills.

Key skills are skills that all pupils need for all their learning across the whole curriculum. They are generic, cross-curricular, transferable and apply in all subjects.

The PSE Framework has highlighted the importance of personal and social skills, particularly in emphasising the effectiveness of pupils’ learning to improve their own performance and to collaborate and work with others. Other subjects will provide a range of opportunities for pupils to practise, consolidate and refine these skills in real contexts and for real purposes. Indeed, pupils who find themselves in need of a particular skill – perhaps a mathematical skill within a geography lesson – may well be more motivated to develop that skill when that they have found it to have real relevance and purpose.

The Literacy and Numeracy Framework (LNF)

At Penyrheol we believe that Literacy and Numeracy are essential skills required to access lifelong learning within school and the wider world. Learners need to be provided with imaginative and creative challenges, where they can apply their Numeracy and Literacy skills across the curriculum. 3 star challenges are implemented half termly to provide opportunities for children to develop and apply literacy and numeracy skills across the curriculum.
Communication Skills – speaking, listening, reading and writing

Communication is the core of all aspects of school life.  Children are encouraged to talk to one another and to adults with the importance of listening to others reinforced through class/group discussion and Circle Time.  Subject-specific vocabulary is taught in lessons such as Maths and Science, so children may express themselves confidently and correctly.  Children are encouraged to read a variety of different texts including their work and that of their peers.  Different genres are taught during literacy lessons but used in other lessons e.g. Science, History to enable children to communicate effectively in different ways.  Children are given the opportunity to use their communication skills through initiatives such as the School Council, Eco Council, celebration assemblies and visits.

Application of Number

Maths skills are taught during Maths lessons but children are encouraged to use them in a variety of situations lessons such as Geography, Science and D.T. which have obvious links with Mathematics.  Teachers are encouraged to find natural opportunities within other lessons for the children to hone their Mathematical skills.  Opportunities to use Maths skills outside the classroom include the fruit tuck-shop, fund raising events, residential trips and visits.

Information Communication Technology
ICT is an increasingly important part of our children’s lives and we strive to give them as many opportunities as we can to enhance their skills.  Skills learnt during specific ICT development lessons are incorporated into other areas of the curriculum and used to enhance the children’s learning opportunities.  Children are also encouraged to use equipment such as IPads, IPods, Digital cameras, tape-recorders and the Interactive whiteboard.
Bilingualism

Alongside the development of the above mentioned key skills, the school will ensure the provision for the development of Bilingualism and Curriculum Cymraeg. Within this pupils will be given opportunities where appropriate to develop and apply knowledge and understanding of the cultural, economic, environmental, historical and linguistic characteristics of Wales.  

Thinking
This skill also covers problem solving, working with others and improving one’s own learning and performance.
Problem Solving enables children to find alternatives ways to overcome difficulties.  Opportunities for problem-solving are identified at the planning stage and children are encouraged to discover different ways of solving problems.  Opportunities are also given for children to identify the problem themselves.
Working with Others is an important part of school life.  Children are encouraged to work collaboratively and co-operatively in all areas of school life.  Opportunities for pair and group work are identified during planning sessions.  Children are encouraged to help one another and to discuss their tasks.  Circle Time/P4C activities are chosen to help teach the children to do this.  Children are helped to understand what being part of a group involves and to take different roles within a group.
Improving One’s Own Learning and Performance is a skill that enables children to become self-evaluative.  By thinking about their performance, children are given the opportunity to see what they have done well and how they can build upon their success.  Plenary sessions give the children a chance to reflect on what has been learnt.  A range of strategies including the use of individual target cards, peer assessment and peer lesson observations provide additional opportunities for pupils and adults to collaboratively evaluate learning and performance.
As a school we are also looking for opportunities to develop Cwricwlwm Cymereig and Personal Social Education (PSE) throughout all areas of the curriculum.

Teaching Styles

We expect Key Skills to be the driving force behind every lesson.  The effective delivery of Key Skills does not depend on any one teaching style and, during the course of a term; one would expect to see individual teaching, pair and group work as well as whole-class teaching.  Reducing in school variation and promoting a consistent approach to policy and pedagogy is a main priority for all staff.  Classroom based strategies including assessment for learning, the TASC wheel (Thinking Actively in a Social Context) and the teachers toolkit are common features of all learning.  Careful attention is given to the refinement of documentation to ensure appropriate progression and continuity.

Differentiation

The implementation of Pathways in Numeracy and Rubric Milestones in Literacy ensure both pupils and staff are both clearly focused on standards of achievement and the next steps for learning.  All lessons are differentiated to meet the needs of groups of learners including above expected level and those with additional learning needs.
Planning

Key Skills are identified at the planning stage.  They are highlighted on planning documents.  All staff are required to pay careful attention to ensuring appropriate progression and continuity.  All lesson plans need to identify opportunities for the development of communication, numeracy, ICT, thinking and bilingualism across the curriculum.  In addition lesson plans make specific reference to identified strategies (TASC and teachers toolkit) to promote the development of key skills within that lesson.
Progression in Key Skills

To ensure continuity and progression there will be a whole school approach and staff will:-

· ensure Key Skills are an integral part of all subjects,

· identify opportunities for the development of Key Skills in all schemes of work i.e. across all subjects,

· identify opportunities for the development and application of skills in weekly planning, across all subjects as appropriate. Care needs to be taken to ensure links made are not tenuous,

· work together to identify opportunities across the curriculum and in real contexts for pupils to develop, practise and refine skills that may originally have been taught in specific subjects,

· follow schemes of work and ensure pupils build on skills acquired the previous year.

There are some general ways in which pupils can demonstrate progression in the application of skills. These include:

●  
greater independence and confidence in applying skills across the curriculum

●  
an increasing repertoire of skills that they can apply effectively in different contexts and situations.      

●  
an increasing ability to identify their own preferred learning styles and to organize their own learning

●  
a greater understanding of the contribution that skills can make to learning in a particular subject and to their future lives and careers

●  
a greater understanding of the importance of self-assessment.

7 Skills across the curriculum
The nature of progression differs, however, in individual skills areas. The corresponding subjects’ programmes of study and level descriptions outline progression in communication, mathematics and ICT. 

Reading and retrieving information from non-fiction texts is a skill which pupils need throughout their schooling and beyond.  Progression is the increasing linguistic difficulty and cognitive complexity of the texts as well as the pupils’ ability to understand, select what is relevant and use the information for a particular purpose. The skill of reading within all subjects and extracting information will become progressively more difficult because of the increasing complexity of the content, terminology and demand of the task itself.

Plenary Sessions

Interim Plenary sessions are planned for throughout each lesson and provide the children with given opportunities to reflect on the Key Skills practised during the lesson.  Assessment for learning WALT and WILF success criteria is explicitly reviewed during these interim plenary sessions.  All children are challenged to achieve their personal best and go for gold.
Monitoring

Subject leaders are responsible for monitoring the coverage of skills within their own subject.  Planning documents are shared electronically on the J: drive and via the school portal.  Collaborative review during staff meetings secures shared understanding and accuracy of progression and continuity through the school.
Subject Leader Role

It is the responsibility of the subject leader to keep abreast of any developments within this area and to disseminate any information to other staff.  The subject leader and SMT will be responsible for the monitoring of skills across the curriculum and throughout the school.  The co-ordinator is also responsible fro reviewing the policy regularly.

Assessment and Recording

There are no formal key skills assessment tests.  Teachers assess Key Skills as part of the assessment process already established in the school.  We celebrate success through Achievement Assemblies, displays of children’s work and in class through our merits and rewards/going for gold/PB system.  The class teacher comments on each child’s progress in the annual school report to parents.  Planning sheets evaluations are used to note Key Skills used and how successful this has been.  Ongoing assessment informs targets setting, so that both pupils and teachers are clear about what they need to do to make further progress.  These targets often focus on progress in aspects of these Key Skills.  
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All schools will have access to the final curriculum from 2020 to allow them to move towards full rollout in 2022
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