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The new National Curriculum in Wales will have 4 Broad Purposes, 6 Areas of Learning and Experience and 3 Cross Curriculum Responsibilities.  This Policy indicates how the school is preparing for the new curriculum under the existing statutory National Curriculum Requirements for Wales (September 2014).

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) is at the heart of our school’s planning, policies, practice and ethos. As a rights-respecting school we not only teach about children’s rights but also model rights and respect in all relationships – Linked to Articles 3, 7, 16 (CRC)

SUCCESSFUL FUTURES

Independent Review of Curriculum and Assessment Arrangements in Wales

Professor Graham Donaldson  (February 2015)

The New Curriculum in Wales will be planned to achieve 4 Broad Purposes:

That children and young people develop as:

· Ambitious capable learners

· Enterprising creative contributors

· Ethical informed citizens

· Healthy confident individuals

The Curriculum will be organized into 6 areas of learning and experience:

· Expressive Arts

· Health and well-being

· Humanities

· Languages

· Literacy and communication

· Mathematics and numeracy

· Science and technology

There will be 3 cross curriculum responsibilities:

· Literacy

· Numeracy

· Digital Competence

Full implementation of the New Curriculum in Wales is planned for September 2022.  Curriculum planning documents indicate our preparation for the new curriculum as outlined above but remain organized under existing statutory National Curriculum Requirements for Wales (September 2014).
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Penyrheol Primary School is committed to raising the standards of Numeracy and Literacy of all of its pupils, so that they develop the ability to use these skills effectively in all areas of the curriculum and to cope confidently with the demands of everyday life and lifelong learning. 
Aims of the LNF: 
· to help teachers of all subjects to identify and provide opportunities for learners to apply numeracy and literacy across the curriculum in accordance with the requirements of the LNF. 

· to help determine learner progress in numeracy and literacy and what are the next steps. 

· to ensure effective cross curriculum planning for skills 

· to provide a framework for continued development, clearly setting out annual expected statements in numeracy and literacy and progression indicators for learners with additional learning needs 

Implementation of the LNF became a statutory curriculum requirement from September 2013, with assessment against the LNF becoming a statutory requirement from September 2014. 
Definition of Literacy 
“Literacy is the use of language skills in daily activities at school, at home, at work, and in the community. It involves both using literacy skills and knowing how to use English and Welsh.” 

Literacy describes a set of skills, including speaking, listening, reading and writing, which enable us to make sense of the world around us. Literacy is not narrowly about the mechanics of being able to decode the words on a page or write a grammatically correct sentence, although these are essential skills in their own right. It is about the skills needed to understand written and spoken language, to interpret what has been written or said, and draw inferences from the evidence that surrounds us. It is also about being able to communicate in our turn – fluently,  and persuasively. 

Literacy is based on reading, writing and oral language development across all subject areas." 

(National Literacy and Numeracy Framework information document 120/2013) 

Literate pupils have essential life skills, and are able to apply these skills across the curriculum in different subject areas and in real-life contexts. They can understand the world around them. They have an understanding of written and spoken language. Literate pupils can interpret what has been written or said, and can draw inferences from the evidence around them. They can communicate accurately, fluently and persuasively. 

Curriculum Planning 
The LNF is first and foremost a curriculum planning tool that supports all teachers in identifying and embedding numeracy and literacy in their teaching of the curriculum. 

Our Cornerstones planning ensures cross curricular planning using the LNF and tasks are set that aim to introduce, consolidate, and apply specific numeracy and literacy skills. 

Although the LNF identifies age-appropriate numeracy and literacy skills, our planning takes into account the different abilities of the pupils. 

The development of skills is progressive, with each skill having been taught in an English or Mathematics lesson,  then practised and consolidated elsewhere as required by the skill itself or the individual child. 

Responsibilities of the school Numeracy/Literacy Co-ordinator 
· Attend training in order to implement the Literacy and Numeracy Framework (LNF) and keep up to date on any new initiatives; 

· Ensure implementation of the school policy; 

· Regularly audit the current use of numeracy and literacy across the curriculum; 

· Work with staff to ensure that all teachers are aware of the content of the LNF and the teaching and learning strategies in numeracy and literacy that are appropriate to the whole curriculum;

· Assist classroom teachers in identifying opportunities for the application of numeracy and literacy skills from the LNF, within their topics and schemes of work; 

· Raise awareness of the resources available to support and challenge pupils of all abilities 

· Monitor and evaluate the delivery of the LNF throughout the school 

· Highlight the need and arrange for any necessary training 

· Develop the use of rich tasks to embed and assess literacy and numeracy skills. 

Responsibilities of the subject coordinators 
· Consider how your subject can contribute towards the LNF; 

· Ensure that schemes of work include the relevant skills from the LNF; 

· Ensure that the skills from the LNF are delivered consistently within the subjects of English and Mathematics and

· Ensure all staff are aware of the numeracy and literacy resources available and how they might link to specific subjects. 

Responsibilities of the class teacher 
· Ensure LNF coverage and application in medium term and weekly planning; phases plan RichTasks each half term linked to identified topics.

· Reinforce and develop pupils’ numeracy and literacy skills; 

· Be aware of individual pupils’ numeracy and literacy needs and address those needs appropriately; 

· Develop and update own skills, knowledge and understanding of mathematics; 

· Use the numeracy methods that are agreed within the school’s mathematics policy; 

· Use the literacy methods that are agreed within the school’s English policy; 

· Provide a narrative report to parents on pupil’s numeracy and literacy progress across the curriculum, (assessed against the expectations of the LNF from September 2014) and

· Provide many and varied opportunities for pupils to develop their literacy and numeracy skills across the school day and across all subjects in the curriculum. 

Involving governors 
· Governors are made aware of the LNF and of any developments within the school in respect of its implementation;

· Our school has a governor assigned to Literacy and Numeracy 

· Governors are given opportunities to observe good practice in the delivery of the LNF across the curriculum. 

Assessment 
The LNF is primarily a curriculum planning tool. It is also an assessment tool and is intended to be used formatively by schools and individual teachers to support learner progress and curriculum planning. It will be used to identify learners’ current strengths and areas for development, to be shared by teachers. Progression through the LNF will demonstrate how learners are performing against the expectations for numeracy and literacy at the end of each academic year. 

From September 2014 teachers will use the LNF to assess and report to parents on individual progress. These reports will be narrative, not a ‘best-fit’ approach, and will form the basis for informed discussion with learners, parents/carers as well as identifying the next steps for improvement. 

The LNF and the national tests 
In addition to the LNF and the formative, narrative assessments made against it national numeracy and literacy tests are in place. The numerical processes and numerical reasoning tests and the reading test will be taken by all pupils unless there are exceptional circumstances. The school will inform the parent/carer and the LEA of any disapplied pupils, giving reasons, and in accordance with Welsh Government guidelines. 

The numerical processes and literacy tests will provide summative data, which will be collected and analysed in school, using the diagnostic tools available, and nationally (as part of the national accountability model.) This data will give teachers clear indicators of skill development and progress, and will contribute to the annual judgments teachers make about learners’ skill acquisition. The data will also be used to inform school improvement. 

Assessment against the LNF and the outcomes of the two numerical and the literacy tests will give different perspectives on learners’ progress, reflecting the fact that they are assessing slightly different aspects of the same skills. For example the procedure test is a snapshot, summative view while the reasoning test and assessment against the LNF will draw on a far broader range of evidence. Where test results seem to contradict outcomes against the LNF or the reasoning test, teachers will need to consider the reasons for any difference and address them appropriately. 

Other related policies 
This policy should be used in conjunction with the following policies: 

· Digital Competence Framework Policy

· English policy 

· Mathematics policy 

· Assessment, Recording and Reporting Policy 

· Marking policy 

· Teaching for  Learning policy 
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All schools will have access to the final curriculum from 2020 to allow them to move towards full rollout in 2022
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