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The new National Curriculum in Wales will have 4 Broad Purposes, 6 Areas of Learning and Experience and 3 Cross Curriculum Responsibilities.  This Policy indicates how the school is preparing for the new curriculum under the existing statutory National Curriculum Requirements for Wales (September 2014).

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) is at the heart of our school’s planning, policies, practice and ethos. As a rights-respecting school we not only teach about children’s rights but also model rights and respect in all relationships – Linked to Articles 3, 7, 16 (CRC)

SUCCESSFUL FUTURES

Independent Review of Curriculum and Assessment Arrangements in Wales

Professor Graham Donaldson  (February 2015)

The New Curriculum in Wales will be planned to achieve 4 Broad Purposes:

That children and young people develop as:

· Ambitious capable learners

· Enterprising creative contributors

· Ethical informed citizens

· Healthy confident individuals

The Curriculum will be organized into 6 areas of learning and experience:

· Expressive Arts

· Health and well-being

· Humanities

· Languages

· Literacy and communication

· Mathematics and numeracy

· Science and technology

There will be 3 cross curriculum responsibilities:

· Literacy

· Numeracy

· Digital Competence

Full implementation of the New Curriculum in Wales is planned for September 2022.  Curriculum planning documents indicate our preparation for the new curriculum as outlined above but remain organized under existing statutory National Curriculum Requirements for Wales (September 2014).
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"All children including the most able, have a right to a challenging and appropriate education.  
Those of us in education have to ensure that able and talented children

have sufficient opportunities to use their abilities and that they are encouraged

to excel."  (unknown)

Penyrheol Primary School is committed to offering a Primary Education of the highest quality to every child.  The school aims to create a positive enriching environment for all pupils to develop in a way and at a pace appropriate to them.  At Penyrheol Primary we aim to provide a curriculum that is appropriate to the needs and abilites of all our children.  We plan our teaching and learning in such a way that we enable each child to reach for the highest level of personal achievement.  This policy helps to ensure that we recognise and support the needs of those children in our school who have been identified as "able" and "talented" according to national guidelines.

We respect the right of all children in our school, irrespective of differences in ability.  All pupils have access to a number of areas of learning, and to develop the knowledge, skills, understanding and attitudes that are necessary for their self-fulfilment and eventual development into active and responsible adults.

Aims and objectives

This policy is intended to support the following aims:

· raise aspirations for all pupils
· high expectations of achievement for all pupils 
· ensure that we identify pupils which are more able and talented

· document, monitor and evaluate their progress

· enable children to develop to their full potential

· give access to an intellectually stimulating and challenging curriculum through carefully planned and differentiated learning.

· record and review progress setting appropriate targets

· engage the use of outside agencies where appropriate.

In order to achieve these aims, we will ensure that all students have opportunities to develop specific skills or talents.

What is an Able or Talented Child?

There are many definitions of "able and talented".  Excellence in Cities (EIC) guidance suggests:

· "Able" learners are those who have abilities in one or more subjects in the statutory curriculum other than art and design, music and P.E.
· "Talented" learners are those who have abilities in art and design, music, P.E. or performing arts such as dance and drama.
No two children possess exactly the same talents, but the majority of able children should possess the following:

· have plenty of ideas and can link them in an imaginative and creative manner
· are prepared to change their mind when presented with fresh evidence

· enjoy building upon or changing a basic idea

· can juggle different ideas at the same time

· enjoy sharing ideas and discoveries with others whilst preferring to complete most of their work on their own

· are unconventional and often do things different from their peers

· often show outstanding ability in individual areas, music, sport, creative writing, maths etc.

· learn easily

· work hard

· have an ability to reason and problem solve at an abstract level across the curriculum.

· apply learnt skills in many situations and scenarios across the curriculum

Not all children will possess all of these abilities, indeed some may not "work to their full ability" and will need to be encouraged to do so

"The term "more able and talented" is not to be understood as referring to the most able child in the national population.  The term should be seen as relative and refers to the top 5% to 10% of any school, regardless of the ability profile of pupils at the school." (EIC)

Identification of More Able and Talented Children
We use a range of strategies to identify more able and talented children.  The identification process is ongoing and is reviewed regularly.
In Penyrheol Primary School, we identify children as able and talented by using:

· Teacher Observation:  

The  class teacher will use his / her knowledge, experience and professional judgement to identify the children within his / her class.  Teachers will identify and monitor children that are performing at an outstanding level when measured against their peers.

· Assessment Data
All children in the school are regularly assessed- half termly.  Their progress is monitored, using INCERTS to ensure their continuing development.
Baseline and NFER group reading assessment data at Year 2 - Year 6 will be used in addition to teacher assessment using  criteria from the National Curriculum

Class profiles are reviewed termly along with target setting spreadsheets which enables constant access to live data in order to monitor those achieving above expected levels.  Pie charts are constructed and a useful visual representation illustrates the proportion of MAT children ( blue group)

· Parental Nomination

Parents may be aware that a child is performing well in certain activities outside school and bring this to the attention of the school.  In all cases the school must carefully consider all the points raised and where appropriate, decide on the course of action.
It is important for all the school to work in partnership with the parents to enable the children to flourish.

Provision for Able and Talented children

Will be through:
· differentiated programmes of work, extension and enrichment activities across all areas of the curriculum, for example, CAME and Brain Academy in maths CASE in science and open ended creative warn ups in literacy published by BRILLIANT and Pie Corbett.
· use of ICT and e-learning.  Giving responsibilities to pupils that have been nominated as digital leaders.
· opportunities to extend thinking and key skills

· afterschool / lunchtime clubs: sport, ICT, mad science, maths magic games and in school competitions.
· identified children extended in small focus groups for literacy and maths.
· The implementation of the LNF and rich tasks are designed to be inclusive for all and focuses on the learners' acquisition of and ability to apply skills in different tasks.  Teachers provide extensions for those learners with higher-order literacy and/or numeracy skills.
· Various art workshops are organised when available to enhance artistic creativity for those who show talent in this area using both traditional and technological means (Nina Morgan - dragon themed prints using ipads and traditional printing methods/ Warhorse illustrator, Ali Bannister created group mosaic through different mediums)
The Able and Talented Child in the Classroom

There are many different ways that the more "able" child can be helped:
· Differentiation: both in the classroom and for homework

· Extension / enrichment (but not more of the same).  Enrichment activities supplement the original task which broaden the children's skills and activities

· Extension activities increase the depth of a study in a particular area

· Grouping with children of a similar ability

· Particular curricular opportunities, ie writers workshops, performing arts, artist in residency.
· Working with older children- reading buddies
· Challenge groups

· Children's strengths shared with their peers through class buddy system

· The development of independent learning by allowing pupils to organise their own work, to carry out tasks unaided, evaluate their work and become self critical using milestones for 
· Individual targets for able children need to be specifically designed to challenge the leading edge of their thinking

· Recognise that, because every child is different, a specific programme may be needed to meet the needs of any one individual.  We are also aware that the needs of the child can be met outside the school timetable as well as within it.

· To ensure that the curriculum will meet the needs of all children, the class teacher may seek the help of subject co-ordinators, or the MAT co-ordinator who may also organise further help from outside agencies.

· The implementation of the LNF and rich tasks focuses on the learners' acquisition of and ability to apply skills in different tasks.  It provides extensions for those learners with higher-order literacy and/or numeracy skills.

· Rich, real and varied Cornerstone curriculum

· Provide formative marking  which provides learners with specific improvement targets and opportunities to extend thinking.

· Use of the lesson observation teacher's toolkit when planning lessons highlights and ensures the standards and progress of learning is set at a challenging level.   
The Role of the More Able and Talented Co-ordinator

The MAT co-ordinators role includes:

· Ensuring that the able and talented register is up to date

· Ensure that the policy is implemented

· Monitor the progress of able and talented children through discussions with teachers and assessment data

· Supporting staff in the identification of able and talented children

· Providing advice and support to staff on teaching and learning strategies for able and talented children

· Liaising with parents, governors and LEA officers on issues related to able and talented children. 
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All schools will have access to the final curriculum from 2020 to allow them to move towards full rollout in 2022
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