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The new National Curriculum in Wales will have 4 Broad Purposes, 6 Areas of Learning and Experience and 3 Cross Curriculum Responsibilities.  This Policy indicates how the school is preparing for the new curriculum under the existing statutory National Curriculum Requirements for Wales (September 2014).

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) is at the heart of our school’s planning, policies, practice and ethos. As a rights-respecting school we not only teach about children’s rights but also model rights and respect in all relationships – Linked to Articles 3, 7, 16 (CRC)
SUCCESSFUL FUTURES

Independent Review of Curriculum and Assessment Arrangements in Wales

Professor Graham Donaldson  (February 2015)

The New Curriculum in Wales will be planned to achieve 4 Broad Purposes:

That children and young people develop as:

· Ambitious capable learners

· Enterprising creative contributors

· Ethical informed citizens

· Healthy confident individuals

The Curriculum will be organized into 6 areas of learning and experience:

· Expressive Arts

· Health and well-being

· Humanities

· Languages

· Literacy and communication

· Mathematics and numeracy

· Science and technology

There will be 3 cross curriculum responsibilities:

· Literacy

· Numeracy

· Digital Competence

Full implementation of the New Curriculum in Wales is planned for September 2022.  Curriculum planning documents indicate our preparation for the new curriculum as outlined above but remain organized under existing statutory National Curriculum Requirements for Wales (September 2014).
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MUSIC POLICY

INTRODUCTION

Music is a Foundation Subject in the National Curriculum.  This policy outlines the purpose, nature and management of musical activities which take place at Penyrheol Primary School. 

This policy reflects the consensus of opinion of teaching staff and was approved by the Governing Body.

DEFINITION OF THE SUBJECT

Music is a practical, creative subject which can develop in children the ability to listen, use their imagination and express personal feelings.  It is one of the few subjects where the child may develop a confidence that may be lacking in other areas.

AIMS
The main aims of music teaching within the school are:

· To enable children to use and understand music as a medium of expression and communication which can bring enjoyment and fulfilment for the rest of their lives.

· To foster pupils’ sensitivity to music through active involvement in performing, composing and appraising.

· To foster self discipline and a sense of community and commitment through shared performances.

· To foster an appreciation of the musical traditions and cultures of our own and other lands.

ENTITLEMENT

All pupils will be taught the skills and knowledge of music as outlined by the National Curriculum programmes of study.

There are 3 attainment targets:-

· Performing – where pupils use their voices and instruments to convey their musical ideas to others.  They should develop progressively

· vocal skills

· instrumental skills

· expressive skills

· presentation

· interpretation.

· Composing – the process of putting together the raw materials of music which involves such processes as:-

· playing with sounds

· exploring sounds

· experimenting with sounds

· controlling sounds

· selecting sounds to form ideas

· organising the ideas

· refining the results

· performing the piece to others.

· Appraising – this is more than a purely aural experience.  Children develop the ability to:-

· focus attention on the elements of music

· recall, imitate, recognise and identify musical features

· make discriminating judgements about music.

There will be an appropriate balance between the 3 activities which should be interwoven so that learning derived from each will serve to reinforce and develop learning in the others wherever possible.  Within these activities pupils will explore, experiment with and gain an understanding of the musical elements.

· pitch

· duration

· pace

· timbre

· texture

· dynamics

· structure

· silence.

THE LITERACY AND NUMERACY FRAMEWORK (LNF)
At Penyrheol we believe that Literacy and Numeracy are essential skills required to access lifelong learning within school and the wider world. Learners need to be provided with imaginative and creative challenges, where they can apply their Numeracy and Literacy skills across the curriculum. Through our Cornerstones topics each half term learners will complete ‘Rich Tasks’ where learners can apply and extend their numeracy and literacy skills at the appropriate level, across the curriculum.
IMPLEMENTATION

The scheme ‘Music Express’ has been introduced into all year groups from Foundation stage to Year 6.  It provides a broad and balanced musical education for the children where steady progression can be made from year to year ensuring consistent musical development.  Opportunities are identified throughout for evaluating the children’s work and monitoring their progress.

The emphasis in the Foundation phase is on enjoyment and participation.  The Nursery/Early Years teachers, will be responsible for using the scheme for enjoyment, developing language and articulation and giving opportunities for simple group percussion playing.  Nursery children join the rest of the school for Assembly whenever possible and take part in school concerts.

Key Stage 2 teachers, with the help of the Peripatetic teacher, will be responsible for delivering the selected activities that will ensure continuity and progression.  Children will be taught in year groups and all teachers will be responsible for the planning and teaching of music with their own class.

Children from both Foundation Phase and KS2 are encouraged to participate in the rhythmic accompaniment of hymns and songs sung during assemblies.  A wide range of percussion instruments are available for this purpose.  Rhythmic accompaniments will be rehearsed during both Infant and Junior singing sessions.

All pupils will have the opportunity to perform a wide variety of songs.  These will include:

· the music of Wales, including songs sung in Welsh

· popular songs of the 20th century

· folk songs from this country and other lands

· religious songs and hymns

· songs from other cultures

· seasonal songs

· rounds and 2 part songs.

INSTRUMENTAL TUITION

The descant recorder is introduced during class lessons in Year 3.

Recorder Boppers and additional exercises are used to introduce the children to this instrument.

They will continue to have tuition in the descant recorder throughout Year 4 where they will also continue to learn simple notation and dynamic markings.

An opportunity is made available in Year 5 where the child can learn a second instrument with our Peripatetic Music Teacher e.g. guitar and treble recorder.  Children will be better prepared in making this decision owing to the basic music knowledge they will have acquired in Years 3 and 4.

RESOURCES

Keyboards, guitars, recorders and music stands are kept in the Kiva.  Percussion instruments are in labelled drawers.  Teachers and children can select the instruments needed for their activity and use the trolley for ease of transportation to their area.

NB  Teachers/LSAs should personally supervise the fetching, use and return of equipment to avoid damage or loss.

(See attached list for up to date resources.)

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

To enhance the delivery of the 3 key elements:- performing, composing and appraising, the ‘Black Cat Compose’ computer program will be used.

Graded activities are presented to the children to ensure progression through Key Stages.

Children will have the opportunity to compose using pictures and a selection of instruments, dynamics and tempi.

SPECIAL NEEDS

Children with special needs may be provided with modified tasks and equipment where necessary.

Musically gifted children should be identified and provision made for them with the help of the Peripatetic Music Teacher.

Extension activities are included in the lesson plans in Music Express to cater for these children.

We encourage both boys and girls in unselfconscious enjoyment of music and aim for approximate gender balance in all areas.

CURRICULUM CYMREIG

A variety of Welsh music is available to both listen to and perform.

Welsh songs are an invaluable aid in the teaching of Welsh as a second language.

The St. David’s Day festival is an important event in the school’s calendar.  Children also regularly take part in the local Gymanfa Ganu with Chapels from the area.

ASSESSMENT

Assessment will be carried out by the class teacher.  Work will be assessed by:

· observation of pupils’ live and recorded work

· observation of processes when they are working

· hearing pupils’ discuss music

· observing the extent to which they listen and appraise performances and compositions

· occasional written accounts.

MONITORING

The Co-ordinator will be aware of the music planned by each teacher for each term.

The Peripatetic teacher will liaise with all staff.

ROLE OF THE CO-ORDINATOR

· to catalogue and review resources

· to encourage and give help and support to colleagues

· to establish a status for Music within the school by creating a musical ethos

· to attend courses to keep abreast of current developments and report back to colleagues

· to liaise with the Peripatetic Music teacher

· to establish community links e.g. visits to local Nursing Homes; participating in Gymanfa Ganu; Urdd activities; Abertawe Festival for Young Musicians; Carol Services etc.

· to ensure continuity throughout the school in the teaching of Music and monitor progress and developments.
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All schools will have access to the final curriculum from 2020 to allow them to move towards full rollout in 2022
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