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ANIMAL

A RECORD number of beavers will be
released by The Wildlife Trusts in 2021.

The charity plans to release around 20 animals
this year. This week, the first beaver family was
released in Dorset. More will follow in Derbyshire,
Nottinghamshire, Montgomeryshire, Hampshire
and the Isle of Wight.

Beavers are native to Britain but were hunted to
extinction about 500 years ago, for their thick fur
and meat.

Craig Bennett from The Wildlife Trusts said:
“Beavers help stop flooding downstream... They
also create new homes for otters, water voles
and kingfishers. What's more, people love seeing
them!”

DRAGONFLIES perform backflips when
they are blown off balance.

Scientists used high-speed cameras to study the
movement of dragonflies in extreme detail.

They saw that if the insects are caught upside
down they perform a backflip to turn the right
way up. The movement is known as ‘pitching’. The
insects can even perform the move while they are
asleep!

LARRY the cat is celebrating ten years at
10 Downing Street, the prime minister’s
house in London.

Larry is ‘Chief Mouser to the Cabinet Office’. He
moved in to Number 10 after being adopted from
Battersea Dogs and Cats Home. He has now
served three prime ministers — David Cameron,
Theresa May and Boris Johnson. Go Larry!
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Questions on: ‘Animal News'’

1) Why is ‘Loveable Larry’ the odd one out in this
collection of animal news?

2) The title of a newspaper report is called the headline.
What is similar about the way all three headlines have been
written? Find two similarities.

Look at the news about dragonflies.

3) What high-tech piece of kit was used by scientists to study
dragonflies?

4) Can you explain what ‘pitching’ is here?

Look at the news from London.
5) What is Larry’s fantastic job title?

6) Why is ‘ten’ the theme of this news report?

Look at the news about beavers.

7) Find the numbers.

-

Beavers were hunted to extinction in the UK about
years ago. This year, The Wildlife Trusts plans
to release around beavers in

parts of the UK.

8) How would you persuade someone that it'’s a good idea to
bring beavers back? What points would you make to argue your
case?





