Darllen a deall
Reading Comprehension
Read the text below and answer the questions that follow. Pob lwc!
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The Old New Year

We celebrate the beginning of the New Year on the 1+ January. However, in
some parts of Wales, people celebrate the New Year on 13* January. This is
called Hen Galan or Old New Year.

People celebrated by preparing special food and drinks.

Villagers travelled from house to house with the Mari Lwyd, singing
traditional rhymes wishing health and happiness to the people in their
houses.

The Mari Lwyd was a horse’s skull covered with a cloth and ribbons.
The Mari Lwyd would be led by a crowd to visit every house in the area.
They would sing songs and ask permission to enter.

The house owner would then answer the door if the Mari Lwyd was
allowed in.

If allowed into the house, the crowd would entertain the family with more
singing.

It was considered unlucky to stop the Mari Lwyd coming in. Even so, not
everyone would let them in!

Children often carried a special apple with them, called a perllan. The
perllan was a type of good luck charm made from an apple, twigs,
evergreen leaves and cloves.

1t was for bringing luck and the hope for a good crop in the coming year.

Sometimes the children even splashed people with water to wish them luck
for the coming year!

It was traditional to do this before 12 o'clock on the morning of the New
Year.

Children knocked on neighbours' doors and sang to receive their calennig.
Calennig means New Year celebration or gift.

The giving of gifts on New Year's Day is still popular today.
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1a. When is Hen Galan celebrated?

Tick one.

January 3¢

January 1*

January 14%

January 13*

1b. How did people celebrate Han Galan?

Tick two.
Reading books Sleeping
Preparing special food Preparing special drinks

Watching television

2. Choose and copy one sentence that describes what the Mari Lwyd is.

3. Put ticks to show which statements are true and which are false. One has been

done for you.

True

False

The Mari Lwyd would be led by a crowd to visit every house in
the area.

They would shout and run away.

They would answer the door if the Mari Lwyd was allowed in.

If allowed into the house, the crowd would entertain the family
with more singing.

It was lucky to stop the Mari Lwyd coming in.
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4. How do you make a perllan?

Tick one.

With an apple, stones and red leaves

With an apple, banana and leaves

With an apple, cloves and twigs

5. Draw three lines to connect the words to their meaning.

One has been done for you.

perllan

Mari Lwyd }

calennig }

6. Explain what a perllan .

¢ horse’s skull
I ——

present

decorated apple





