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The new National Curriculum in Wales will have 4 Broad Purposes, 6 Areas of Learning and Experience and 3 Cross Curriculum Responsibilities.  This Policy indicates how the school is preparing for the new curriculum under the existing statutory National Curriculum Requirements for Wales (September 2014).

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) is at the heart of our school’s planning, policies, practice and ethos. As a rights-respecting school we not only teach about children’s rights but also model rights and respect in all relationships – Linked to Articles 3, 7, 16 (CRC)

SUCCESSFUL FUTURES

Independent Review of Curriculum and Assessment Arrangements in Wales

Professor Graham Donaldson  (February 2015)

The New Curriculum in Wales will be planned to achieve 4 Broad Purposes:

That children and young people develop as:

· Ambitious capable learners

· Enterprising creative contributors

· Ethical informed citizens

· Healthy confident individuals

The Curriculum will be organized into 6 areas of learning and experience:

· Expressive Arts

· Health and well-being

· Humanities

· Languages

· Literacy and communication

· Mathematics and numeracy

· Science and technology

There will be 3 cross curriculum responsibilities:

· Literacy

· Numeracy

· Digital Competence

Full implementation of the New Curriculum in Wales is planned for September 2022.  Curriculum planning documents indicate our preparation for the new curriculum as outlined above but remain organized under existing statutory National Curriculum Requirements for Wales (September 2014).
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Careful consideration has been given to the current reform of education in Wales as outlined in the Welsh Government action plan 2017-2021 “Education in Wales: Our National Mission”.  Particular attention has been paid to Donaldson’s recommendation that learning experiences for all children need to be real and relevant to all learners.  Our co-construction of a new curriculum for Wales will utilities resources available through “Global Futures” and “The United Nations Global Sustainable Development Goals”.

Our Vision for Expressive Arts​
At Penyrheol Primary, the Expressive Arts area of learning incorporates five disciplines: art, dance, drama, film and digital media and music. These disciplines are interconnected by their creative process.​
We aim to instill in our pupils with a passion for the arts that enhances their creative, artistic and performance skills. This passion can be derived from creating, observing and applying their skills in varied settings and situations. In practice, it will include regular workshops with resident experts in drama, music and art, in addition to holistic experiences in class through well planned topic activities.​
Our mission is to engage pupils physically, socially and emotionally, nurturing their well-being, self-esteem, confidence and resilience while gaining an understanding and appreciation of cultures and societies in Wales and in the wider world.​
The ethos of Penyrheol Primary is centred around developing pupil enjoyment and engagement with the expressive arts in order to enrich their future lives.​
All AoLE are underpinned with challenging opportunities to develop numeracy, literacy and digital competency skills.

All AoLE are formatively assessed and monitored through the school’s planning and assessment tool, and through the school’s self-evaluation cycle.

The principles underpinning every Area of Learning and Experience (AoLE) in Penyrheol Primary ensures that the curriculum is:-

• authentic: rooted in Welsh values and culture and aligned with an agreed set of stated purposes

• evidence-based: drawing on the best of existing practice within Wales and from elsewhere, and on sound research

• responsive: relevant to the needs of today (individual, local and national) but also equipping all young people with the knowledge, skills and dispositions for future challenges as lifelong learners

• inclusive: easily understood by all, encompassing an entitlement to high-quality education for every child and young person and taking account of their views in the context of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), the Sustainable Development Goals SDG’s and those of parents, carers and wider society

• ambitious: embodying high expectations and setting no artificial limits on achievement and challenge for each individual child and young person

• empowering: developing competences which will allow young people to engage confidently with the challenges of their future lives

• unified: enabling continuity and flow with components which combine and build progressively

• engaging: encouraging enjoyment from learning and satisfaction in mastering challenging subject matter

• based on subsidiarity: commanding the confidence of all, while encouraging appropriate ownership and decision making by those closest to the teaching and learning process

• manageable: recognising the implications for and supported by appropriate assessment and accountability arrangements.

Teachers are expected to plan using the “four purposes” of the curriculum. 

These will ensure that our pupils will be:-

1. Ambitious, capable learners who: – set themselves high standards and seek and enjoy challenge – are building up a body of knowledge and have the skills to connect and apply that knowledge in different contexts – are questioning and enjoy solving problems – can communicate effectively in different forms and settings, using both Welsh and English – can explain the ideas and concepts they are learning about – can use number effectively in different contexts – understand how to interpret data and apply mathematical concepts – use digital technologies creatively to communicate, find and analyse information – undertake research and evaluate critically what they find and are ready to learn throughout their lives

2. Enterprising, creative contributors who: – connect and apply their knowledge and skills to create ideas and products – think creatively to reframe and solve problems – identify and grasp opportunities – take measured risks – lead and play different roles in teams effectively and responsibly – express ideas and emotions through different media – give of their energy and skills so that other people will benefit and are ready to play a full part in life and work

3. Ethical, informed citizens who: – find, evaluate and use evidence in forming views – engage with contemporary issues based upon their knowledge and values – understand and exercise their human and democratic responsibilities and rights – understand and consider the impact of their actions when making choices and acting – are knowledgeable about their culture, community, society and the world, now and in the past – respect the needs and rights of others, as a member of a diverse society – show their commitment to the sustainability of the planet and are ready to be citizens of Wales and the world

4. Healthy, confident individuals who: – have secure values and are establishing their spiritual and ethical beliefs – are building their mental and emotional well-being by developing confidence, resilience and empathy – apply knowledge

about the impact of diet and exercise on physical and mental health in their daily lives – know how to find the information and support to keep safe and well – take part in physical activity – take measured decisions about lifestyle and manage risk – have the confidence to participate in performance – form positive relationships based upon trust and mutual respect – face and overcome challenge – have the skills and knowledge to manage everyday life as independently as they can and are ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society.

How does Expressive arts drive the four purposes?

Ambitious, capable learners

· Perform (dance/musical compositions) and creating (art) at high standards using success criteria and using digital technology to improve performances.

· Using art, music and drama to communicate feelings.

· Explaining ideas of inspiration of art.

· Take part in extra curricular Art Club

· Using number for rhythm and dance composition and musical composition.

· Using digital technology to produce film.

· Using mathematical concepts for entrepreneurial weeks for example ‘Fiver Challenge’.

· Producing Success Criteria for creative work and a Growth Mind set attitude to our work.

· Peer and self evaluation using videos.

· School productions.

Enterprising, creative contributors

· Making items for sale in fayres 

· Listening to music and expressing feelings about different pieces.

· Choir performances including Carol Service, Class sharings, Summer Production and Eisteddfod.

· Creating and designing items and marketing them as part of entrepreneurial week.

· Using drama to develop roles and learn the skills of group work and taking on different roles.

· Entering into art and music competitions e.g. Urdd Eisteddfod and Dydd Gwyl Dewi Eisteddfod in school.

Ethical, informed citizens

· Learning dances from other countries as well as traditional Dawns y Gwerin

· Welsh songs throughout year 

· Dydd Gwyl Dewi related activities – art, reciting, dance-pupils are members of a Llys fostering a sense of pride and community.

· Creating art work from other countries and religious festivals e.g. rangoli patterns, divali lamps.

· Visiting art galleries e.g. Glyn Vivian Art Gallery

· Working with artist in residence Jenny Chisholm

· Penyrheol is a lead creative Art scjhool

Healthy, confident individuals

· Performing in art, dance to increase confidence. Taking part in Primary Partners at Swansea Grand Theatre.

· Using art and music to express emotions and well being.

· Creative movement as physical activity and discussions over health benefits of dance.

· Maintaining positive relationships when working on dance compositions, musical compositions and role plays.

· Developing resilience by using self assessment and peer assessment.

· Using positive critique effectively and take criticism as a way of improving.

At Penyrheol we envisage these core purposes overlapping and developing through rich learning opportunities.

At Penyrheol we plan opportunities for art, music, creative movement and drama under the Expressive Arts AoLE.

Through art experiences in Penyrheol pupils should be able to:

• show development in their ability to create images.

• work with confidence in two and three dimensions and on a variety of sizes and scales.

• experiment with a wide range of different media.

• select media and to decide how they are to be used in the work undertaken.

• understand and use the language of art, craft and design when relating to the work and the work of others.

• understand and apply the basic principles of art, craft and design to include line, tone texture, shape, form, space, pattern, colour contrast, composition, proportion and perspective.

• evaluate and discuss the outcome of their own work against declared criteria.

Evaluate the work of others through peer assessment.

• recognise the difference in approach taken by artists, crafts people and designers in their work.

• recognise that art, craft and design differ from culture to culture and reflect the times in which they were produced.

• relate their art work to other areas of the curriculum. Explore Welsh artists and artists from across the World.

• use art as a medium to give expression of their world.

There are three components of Art and design.

1.
Exploring Expressive Arts

2.
Responding and Reflecting

3.
Creating Skills and Knowledge

Drama

In Penyrheol, the drama and dance is integrated into a range of class and school activities. These include:-

• Action rhymes and songs

• Music and PE activities

• Role play including focused and enhanced provision.

• Poetry.

• Hot seating.

· Timetabled lessons with a drama , dance and performance specialist throughout the year

• School productions.

• Assemblies, Class Sharings and Year 6 leaver concert

• Dance activities including folk dancing, creative and those from other cultures

Through literacy, language and communication lessons, pupils develop specific drama skills in:-

• Speaking for different audiences, which includes friends, the class, teachers, other adults

• Listening and responding, both in face-to-face situations and to broadcast material;

• Discussion and group interaction, in settings with different numbers of participants and at different levels of formality;

• Drama/dance activities, including improvisation and working in role, as well as writing and performing scripts. Extra curricular Drama Club throughout the year. 

Music

At Penyrheol we develop skills, concepts and knowledge through musical activities.

In order to achieve this we involve the children of Penyrheol Primary School in an active musical programme which encourages every child to:

• develop the appropriate skills through which they can express ideas, thoughts, enjoyment and feelings through music making.

• develop their own awareness and understanding of music from a variety of traditions, styles, idioms, cultures and places.

• strive to achieve (within their own capabilities) both confidence and the highest possible artistic standards in performing and composing. Appreciate music from Wales and research Welsh musicians. For example visits from Welsh musicians e.g. Welsh Whisperer, Bronwen Lewis.

• to enjoy music. Class Anthems are played in Achievement Assembly chosen by classes.

There are three components of Music.

1. Performing

2. Composing

3. Appraising

The emphasis within these should include one or more of the elements of music i.e.

• Pitch

• Duration

• Pace

• Timbre

• Texture

• Dynamics

• Structure

The children will have opportunities to participate in various musical activities in the following ways:

• School assemblies

• Whole school singing

• School concerts, Primary Partners

• School Community Choir- Cor Cynefin

• Learning guitar, bass guitar, drums and ukuleles with Mr Godwin peripatetic teacher

• string lessons

• Visiting performers

• Digital Competency

Creative movement

Creative movement at Penyrheol is concerned with developing skills, concepts and knowledge through movement in a creative way.

In order to achieve this we involve the children of Penyrheol Primary School in an active dance programme which encourages every child to:

• develop the appropriate skills through which they can express ideas, thoughts, enjoyment and feelings through dance.

recognise the principles of simple composition and choreography in order to use them to plan sequences and a range of movement patterns.
• develop their own awareness and understanding of  dance from a variety of traditions, styles, cultures and places e.g. Wales, India and Africa.

• strive to achieve (within their own capabilities) both confidence in performing and composing.

Evaluate their own and other’s performances.

The elements of creative movement include variations in 

· rhythm,

· speed, 

· shape, 

· level, 

· direction

· pathways; 

· combining and linking actions; 

· relationships to partners, 

· an audience, 

· apparatus or a stimulus.
· Visits to West street Gym
· Links with Urdd- dawns y gwerin
The children will have opportunities to participate in various creative movement activities in the following ways:

· School assemblies

· Whole school concerts/phase concerts/school productions.

· Cross curricular activities.
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Plant yn Gyntaf

Putting Children First

to be enthusiastic, innovative and creative learners
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