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  YSGOL GYNRADD PENYRHEOL

PENYRHEOL PRIMARY SCHOOL

Putting Children First

Plant yn Gyntaf

Putting children first to be ambitious and capable learners, ethical and informed citizens, enterprising and creative contributors and healthy, confident individuals.

Home Learning Policy
2023 – 2024

The National Curriculum in Wales 2022 is organised around  4 Broad Purposes, 6 Areas of Learning and Experience and 3 Cross Curriculum Responsibilities.
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To make sure we are all working towards the same purpose, the Act puts in place seven
well-being goals. The Act makes it clear the listed public bodies must work to achieve al of
the goals, not just one or two.

A Prosperous Wales A Resilient Wales A More Equal Wales A Healthier Wales

A Wales of Cohesive A Wales of Vibrant Culture A Globally Responsible
Communities & Thriving Welsh Wales
Language




We are fully committed to working towards achieving the seven well-being goals identified in the Welsh Government Wellbeing of Future Generations Act 2015 Health and well-being is central to everything  at Penyrheol Primary School.
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is at the heart of our school’s planning, policies, practice and ethos. As a rights-respecting school we not only teach about children’s rights but also model rights and respect in all relationships – Linked to Articles 3, 7, 16 (CRC) All learning is also linked to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals(SDG’s)

Date of Review:
28th June 2023

Curriculum for Penyrheol 
Our Vision  Ein Golwg ni 
At Penyrheol we aim to develop lifelong, enthusiastic, innovative and creative learners who have the knowledge, skills and learning attributes that enable them to deal with whatever challenges lie ahead in a rapidly changing world. 
 
The well-being of our pupils is at the heart of our curriculum and our children learn best through practical 'hands on' learning opportunities; these enable them to experience learning in a meaningful way that reflects their interest and needs. Children are encouraged to follow and explore their own questions and enquiries in a creative environment. 
 
Our curriculum vision is rooted in Welsh values, culture and the Sustainable Development Goals in an authentic context relevant to the child. Children at Penyrheol have a voice and choice in their learning. Children know what they are good at and how to improve. We encourage a growth mindset, which focuses on fostering independence and resilience in an inclusive environment. 
 
It has the development of literacy and numeracy at its core, alongside developing the attributes for children to be good learners, as these are the essential life skills for every child to be able to access future learning. Problem solving and thinking skills are through all areas of our curriculum design . 
Our curriculum is based on the 4 broad purposes;
That children and young people develop as:

· Ambitious capable learners

· Enterprising creative contributors

· Ethical informed citizens

· Healthy confident individuals

The Curriculum is organized into 6 areas of learning and experience:

· Expressive Arts

· Health and well-being

· Humanities

· Languages

· Literacy and communication

· Mathematics and numeracy

· Science and technology

There are 3 cross curriculum responsibilities:

· Literacy

· Numeracy

· Digital Competence

Our co-construction of a new curriculum for Wales will utilities resources available through “Global Futures” and “The United Nations Global Sustainable Development Goals”.
This document is a statement of the aims, principles and strategies for teaching and learning in English at Penyrheol Primary School.   It complements the guidelines of our Teaching for Learning Policy and the Skills Framework. 
Principles

We strongly believe that education is a partnership between home and school. Parents and teachers working together have a great influence on the lives of the children in our school. We view home learning as an opportunity to strengthen this partnership.

We recognise that children have interests outside of school and we encourage their participation and recognise their achievements in these school clubs and community groups. For this reason we try not to be over demanding in our expectations, whilst teaching the children that ever increasing demands will be put on them at Comprehensive School.

It is our policy not to give home learning when children are taken out of school, by their families for holidays or visits. We recommend children keep a diary or make log of their experiences during their holiday.

Purpose

Home Learning will;

· Allow parents to be more involved in their child’s learning

· Enable home and school to work in partnership

· Provide opportunities for children to work both collaboratively and independently with parents at home.

· Consolidate and support learning undertaken in class

· Develop research skills

· Continue to develop a love of learning

Guidance

Home learning will be a reflection of current learning in each class and be appropriate for the child. Home Learning will be set regularly and feedback given to children and parents. 

Progression Step 1 and 2
Children will be encouraged to take their reading books home each night completing the Home school Reading Bookmark.
Children will be given access to Oxford Owl e library

Children may be set books to read at home as part of Read Write Inc online

Children will be encouraged to use Oxford Reading Buddy to read books and complete comprehension activities
Children will be encouraged to borrow picture books/story sacks

Children may also take home words to practise as part of Read , Write Inc  reading and spelling

Children may also take home mathematical activities and use My Maths online.
Progression Step 1

Meithrin and Dosbarth Derbyn
The children take home their home learning books each Friday, with a task based on their new letter sound of the week.  The opportunity to share their home learning on a Monday morning enables everyone to evaluate eachothers work and to get new good ideas.  Reading books and home reading records also go home regularly each day and are fed to the library bug every morning.

Progression Step 2

B1,2 and 3
Topic related tasks are given to children at the beginning of the half term. The tasks are hands-on, practical and creative. The children are able to choose the order they complete the tasks and an area in the class is set up to celebrate their achievements. 

Mathematical activities are set on alternat weeks or if teacher feels the children need an extra little practise using My Maths
A scheme reading book and picture books are freely available to all children as well as online reading through Oxford Owl and Oxford Reading Buddy
Progression Step 3
In Progression Step 3 children are actively encouraged to take a reading book home each night either to share with a parent or read independently as well as having access to Oxford Owl e library and Oxford reading Buddy.
All children in KS2 have access to Hwb and Google Classrooms where they are able to practise spelling and multiplication facts. Spelling, reading and maths tasks are linked to class sessions to practice and consolidate weekly topics.

Home Reading Bookmarks
Each child is given a Home School Reading Bookmark which is an ongoing line of communication between parent, child and school.  The home school agreement is sent out at the beginning of the year to each family.  We encourage parents to read with or to their child each day and to sign and comment on the Home school Reading Bookmarks. Children’s progress in reading is celebrated and a Reading Champion Pencampwr Darllen awarded each week in Gwasanaeth Llys.

All children in the school are encouraged to take books home every night. We recommend children read every night with an adult and as they progress through the school and become more independent read alone for longer periods.
This is an important part of our school’s continuing drive to raise standards in reading for every child. We have lots of very good quality reading materials that are freely available to all families, as well as a comprehensive online resource.. Real books and picture books can be changed daily if necessary.
Inclusion, ALN and More Able and Talented
Provision is made in each class to meet the needs of all learners.
We also have links with Gorseinon Library and encourage children to join the Library’s homework Club on Mondays after school.

This policy will be reviewed annually by the staff and the governing body curriculum committee.
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