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The new National Curriculum in Wales will have 4 Broad Purposes, 6 Areas of Learning and Experience and 3 Cross Curriculum Responsibilities.  This Policy indicates how the school is preparing for the new curriculum under the existing statutory National Curriculum Requirements for Wales (September 2014).
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) is at the heart of our school’s planning, policies, practice and ethos. As a rights-respecting school we not only teach about children’s rights but also model rights and respect in all relationships – Linked to Articles 3, 7, 16 (CRC)

SUCCESSFUL FUTURES

Independent Review of Curriculum and Assessment Arrangements in Wales

Professor Graham Donaldson  (February 2015)

The New Curriculum in Wales will be planned to achieve 4 Broad Purposes:

That children and young people develop as:

· Ambitious capable learners

· Enterprising creative contributors

· Ethical informed citizens

· Healthy confident individuals

The Curriculum will be organized into 6 areas of learning and experience:

· Expressive Arts

· Health and well-being

· Humanities

· Languages

· Literacy and communication

· Mathematics and numeracy

· Science and technology

There will be 3 cross curriculum responsibilities:

· Literacy

· Numeracy

· Digital Competence

Full implementation of the New Curriculum in Wales is planned for September 2022.  Curriculum planning documents indicate our preparation for the new curriculum as outlined above but remain organized under existing statutory National Curriculum Requirements for Wales (September 2014).
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Careful consideration has been given to the current reform of education in Wales as outlined in the Welsh Government action plan 2017-2021 “Education in Wales: Our National Mission”.  Particular attention has been paid to Donaldson’s recommendation that learning experiences for all children need to be real and relevant to all learners.  Our co-construction of a new curriculum for Wales will utilities resources available through “Global Futures” and “The United Nations Global Sustainable Development Goals”.

Our Vision for Humanities​
At Penyrheol, the Humanities area of learning seeks to foster a natural curiosity about the world surrounding pupils. Pupils will explore significant events and historical figures in order to gain an understanding of the past and how these past actions have consequences and impacted our world today.​
We aim to provide an exciting and purposeful curriculum that ensures all pupils acquire skills that are transferrable and progressive.​
Our mission is to provide a learning environment where pupils flourish and develop secure values and a respect for themselves, their peers, a diverse community and the wider world. Pupils will learn about their own locality and cultural heritage. The ethos of the school is founded on setting high expectations and enabling pupils to aspire to a lifelong learning journey.​
All AoLE are underpinned with challenging opportunities to develop numeracy, literacy and digital competency skills.

All AoLE are formatively assessed and monitored through the school’s planning and assessment tool, and through the school self evaluation cycle.

The principles underpinning every Area of Learning and Experience (AoLE) in Penyrheol Primary ensures that the curriculum is:-

• authentic: rooted in Welsh values and culture and aligned with an agreed set of stated purposes

• evidence-based: drawing on the best of existing practice within Wales and from elsewhere, and on sound research

• responsive: relevant to the needs of today (individual, local and national) but also equipping all young people with the knowledge, skills and dispositions for future challenges as lifelong learners

• inclusive: easily understood by all, encompassing an entitlement to high-quality education for every child and young person and taking account of their views in the context of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), the Sustainable development Goals SDG’s and those of parents, carers and wider society

• ambitious: embodying high expectations and setting no artificial limits on achievement and challenge for each individual child and young person

• empowering: developing competences which will allow young people to engage confidently with the challenges of their future lives

• unified: enabling continuity and flow with components which combine and build progressively

• engaging: encouraging enjoyment from learning and satisfaction in mastering challenging subject matter

• based on subsidiarity: commanding the confidence of all, while encouraging appropriate ownership and decision making by those closest to the teaching and learning process

• manageable: recognising the implications for and supported by appropriate assessment and accountability arrangements.

Teachers are expected to plan using the “four purposes” of the curriculum. 

These will ensure that our pupils will be:-

1. Ambitious, capable learners who: – set themselves high standards and seek and enjoy challenge – are building up a body of knowledge and have the skills to connect and apply that knowledge in different contexts – are questioning and enjoy solving problems – can communicate effectively in different forms and settings, using both Welsh and English – can explain the ideas and concepts they are learning about – can use number effectively in different contexts – understand how to interpret data and apply mathematical concepts – use digital technologies creatively to communicate, find and analyse information – undertake research and evaluate critically what they find and are ready to learn throughout their lives

2. Enterprising, creative contributors who: – connect and apply their knowledge and skills to create ideas and products – think creatively to reframe and solve problems – identify and grasp opportunities – take measured risks – lead and play different roles in teams effectively and responsibly – express ideas and emotions through different media – give of their energy and skills so that other people will benefit and are ready to play a full part in life and work

3. Ethical, informed citizens who: – find, evaluate and use evidence in forming views – engage with contemporary issues based upon their knowledge and values – understand and exercise their human and democratic responsibilities and rights – understand and consider the impact of their actions when making choices and acting – are knowledgeable about their culture, community, society and the world, now and in the past – respect the needs and rights of others, as a member of a diverse society – show their commitment to the sustainability of the planet and are ready to be citizens of Wales and the world

4. Healthy, confident individuals who: – have secure values and are establishing their spiritual and ethical beliefs – are building their mental and emotional well-being by developing confidence, resilience and empathy – apply knowledge

about the impact of diet and exercise on physical and mental health in their daily lives – know how to find the information and support to keep safe and well – take part in physical activity – take measured decisions about lifestyle and manage risk – have the confidence to participate in performance – form positive relationships based upon trust and mutual respect – face and overcome challenge – have the skills and knowledge to manage everyday life as independently as they can and are ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society.

At Penyrheol we plan opportunities for children to learn about people, place, time and belief. It will give them an understanding of historical, geographical, political, economic and societal factors and provide opportunities to engage in informed discussions about ethics, beliefs, religion and spirituality. Children and young people will learn to consider how these different factors interrelate, and develop an understanding of themselves and other people, their own locality, Wales and the world in a range of times, places and circumstances.

Through history experiences at Penyrheol pupils should be able to:

• develop an awareness of the nature and use of evidence.

• develop a sense of chronology and time.

• build up knowledge of events and people from the past including ‘cynefin’ their own locality.

• appreciate thoughts, beliefs, motives and actions of people in the past.

• develop and use correctly historical language and a vocabulary of historical terms.

• build a framework of historical facts.

• encourage children to interpret, explain and ask historical questions, for example Why did this happen? How do we know this is true?

There are three components of history.

• Chronological awareness

• Interpretations of history

• Historical knowledge and understanding

Through geography experiences at Penyrheol pupils should be able to form:

• an understanding and appreciation of communities, both local and global

• a real awareness of their surroundings and their role in caring for the environment

• an awareness of the diversity of physical and human geography in Wales and the world

• an understanding of how places and people are interdependent

• a belief in the importance of being a global citizen

There are two components of geography.

•
Locating places, environments and patterns

•
Understanding places, environments and processes

Humanities Area of Learning and Experience can contribute to all the four purposes of the curriculum :

Ambitious, capable learners gaining a solid base of knowledge and understanding of different times, places and beliefs; recognising and applying appropriate tests of the validity and reliability of evidence used to support arguments

Enterprising, creative contributors engaging in activities that develop enterprising skills and dispositions; understanding how to exercise their democratic rights and responsibilities

Ethical, informed citizens using a variety of historical, geographical, social, political and religious perspectives to address contemporary issues; understanding different beliefs and respecting those who hold them

Healthy, confident individuals developing personal stances on matters of faith and spirituality; having the confidence arising from reliable research to adopt personal stances on issues such as sustainability and social inclusion.

Examples of activities that offer opportunities for skills development:

• using an enquiry approach to encourage learners to ask and find answers to relevant questions

• carrying out fieldwork; including identifying questions for investigation, gathering and selecting information, e.g. by observation, measurement or research

• using visual images to develop an understanding of places and processes, e.g. by annotating a photograph to identify natural or human features of a locality

• using maps, photographs or data to identify and analyse differences between places or changes over time

• analysing data by sorting and sequencing, classifying or ranking to identify trends and patterns, e.g. by using a Venn diagram to explore similarities and differences

• using maps, atlases, Google Earth, etc. together with aerial photographs to locate places and to identify the characteristics and patterns of an area, e.g. wind farms

• give children an understanding of Welsh culture, using the variety of stories unique to Wales.

• give children a sense of their own identify within our social, political, cultural and economic background and relationships.

• prepare children for living and working in the contemporary world.

• ensure the progressive development of historical and geographical concepts.

• provide a history and geography curriculum which is broad, balanced, relevant and differentiated.

• promote positive attitudes towards and enthusiasm for history and geography work in school.

• to help children to study life in the past – the thoughts, beliefs, emotions, problems and actions of people who related to each other and their within their own and different environments.

• to help children gain a level of historical and geographical understanding appropriate to their age, ability and maturity.

The Humanities Area of Learning and Experience provides rich opportunities for learning beyond the school walls, for example through exploring the local environment and learning from the experience of people and organisations and businesses in the community. Children and young people will also gain the knowledge and skills to understand and contribute to the communities in which they live and engage. 

At Penyrheol our topics start with a shared educational visit or experience in the locality e.g. Oxwich Bay, Melin Mynach, Moriah Chapel, Garngoch

Religious Education- see RVE Policy
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Plant yn Gyntaf

Putting Children First

to be enthusiastic, innovative and creative learners
2

