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The new National Curriculum in Wales will have 4 Broad Purposes, 6 Areas of Learning and Experience and 3 Cross Curriculum Responsibilities.  This Policy indicates how the school is preparing for the new curriculum under the existing statutory National Curriculum Requirements for Wales (September 2014).
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) is at the heart of our school’s planning, policies, practice and ethos. As a rights-respecting school we not only teach about children’s rights but also model rights and respect in all relationships – Linked to Articles 3, 7, 16 (CRC)

SUCCESSFUL FUTURES

Independent Review of Curriculum and Assessment Arrangements in Wales

Professor Graham Donaldson  (February 2015)

The New Curriculum in Wales will be planned to achieve 4 Broad Purposes:

That children and young people develop as:

· Ambitious capable learners

· Enterprising creative contributors

· Ethical informed citizens

· Healthy confident individuals

The Curriculum will be organized into 6 areas of learning and experience:

· Expressive Arts

· Health and well-being

· Humanities

· Languages

· Literacy and communication

· Mathematics and numeracy

· Science and technology

There will be 3 cross curriculum responsibilities:

· Literacy

· Numeracy

· Digital Competence

Full implementation of the New Curriculum in Wales is planned for September 2022.  Curriculum planning documents indicate our preparation for the new curriculum as outlined above but remain organized under existing statutory National Curriculum Requirements for Wales (September 2014).
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Careful consideration has been given to the current reform of education in Wales as outlined in the Welsh Government action plan 2017-2021 “Education in Wales: Our National Mission”.  Particular attention has been paid to Donaldson’s recommendation that learning experiences for all children need to be real and relevant to all learners.  Our co-construction of a new curriculum for Wales will utilities resources available through “Global Futures” and “The United Nations Global Sustainable Development Goals”.

Our Vision for Language Literacy and Communication​

At Penyrheol we aspire to nurture and develop confident and independent users of language; speakers,listeners, readers and writers who have a lifelong love of language. We engage children in understanding how language connects us all; if I learn in one language I can learn in another.​
The Welsh language is one of the treasures of Wales and part of what defines us as a people and a nation. Our mission is to ensure all our children understand that they are citizens of Wales and the world and understand their identity and culture. We support Welsh Government’s pledge to achieve one million Welsh speakers by 2050 speakers and we are currently working towards the Gold Siarter Iaith. Through developing a love of literature we will fire our children’s imagination and create opportunities to be creative​
All AoLE are underpinned with challenging opportunities to develop numeracy, literacy and digital competency skills.

All AoLE are formatively assessed and monitored through the school’s planning and assessment tool, and as part of the school’s self evaluation cycle. 

The principles underpinning every Area of Learning and Experience (AoLE) in Penyrheol Primary ensures that the curriculum is:-

• authentic: rooted in Welsh values and culture and aligned with an agreed set of stated purposes

• evidence-based: drawing on the best of existing practice within Wales and from elsewhere, and on sound research

• responsive: relevant to the needs of today (individual, local and national) but also equipping all young people with the knowledge, skills and dispositions for future challenges as lifelong learners

• inclusive: easily understood by all, encompassing an entitlement to high-quality education for every child and young person and taking account of their views in the context of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), the global Sustainable Development Goals and those of parents, carers and wider society

• ambitious: embodying high expectations and setting no artificial limits on achievement and challenge for each individual child and young person

• empowering: developing competences which will allow young people to engage confidently with the challenges of their future lives

• unified: enabling continuity and flow with components which combine and build progressively

• engaging: encouraging enjoyment from learning and satisfaction in mastering challenging subject matter

• based on subsidiarity: commanding the confidence of all, while encouraging appropriate ownership and decision making by those closest to the teaching and learning process

• manageable: recognising the implications for and supported by appropriate assessment and accountability arrangements.

Teachers are expected to plan using the “four purposes” of the curriculum. 

These will ensure that our pupils will be:-

1. Ambitious, capable learners who: – set themselves high standards and seek and enjoy challenge – are building up a body of knowledge and have the skills to connect and apply that knowledge in different contexts – are questioning and enjoy solving problems – can communicate effectively in different forms and settings, using both Welsh and English – can explain the ideas and concepts they are learning about – can use number effectively in different contexts – understand how to interpret data and apply mathematical concepts – use digital technologies creatively to communicate, find and analyse information – undertake research and evaluate critically what they find and are ready to learn throughout their lives

2. Enterprising, creative contributors who: – connect and apply their knowledge and skills to create ideas and products – think creatively to reframe and solve problems – identify and grasp opportunities – take measured risks – lead and play different roles in teams effectively and responsibly – express ideas and emotions through different media – give of their energy and skills so that other people will benefit and are ready to play a full part in life and work

3. Ethical, informed citizens who: – find, evaluate and use evidence in forming views – engage with contemporary issues based upon their knowledge and values – understand and exercise their human and democratic responsibilities and rights – understand and consider the impact of their actions when making choices and acting – are knowledgeable about their culture, community, society and the world, now and in the past – respect the needs and rights of others, as a member of a diverse society – show their commitment to the sustainability of the planet and are ready to be citizens of Wales and the world

4. Healthy, confident individuals who: – have secure values and are establishing their spiritual and ethical beliefs – are building their mental and emotional well-being by developing confidence, resilience and empathy – apply knowledge

about the impact of diet and exercise on physical and mental health in their daily lives – know how to find the information and support to keep safe and well – take part in physical activity – take measured decisions about lifestyle and manage risk – have the confidence to participate in performance – form positive relationships based upon trust and mutual respect – face and overcome challenge – have the skills and knowledge to manage everyday life as independently as they can and are ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society.

At Penyrheol we envisage these core purposes overlapping and developing through rich learning opportunities.

At Penyrheol we plan opportunities for English and Welsh under the Languages Literacy and Communication AoLE.

AoLE Aims

Our aim is to provide experiences and learning which will enable children to:

Oracy

• encounter a range of situations, audiences and activities designed to develop competence, accuracy and confidence in speaking and listening and to appreciate that different contexts may require different linguistic responses.

• develop their oral abilities at their own levels in both English and Welsh..

• develop listening and comprehension skills through a variety of means to include both reciprocal and non-reciprocal situations.

• express opinions, articulate feelings and formulate appropriate responses to increasingly complex instructions and questions

• gain an understanding of causality and effect, sequencing, prediction and recall, and a notion of relevance

Reading

• learn to read in English using a phonic approach in accordance with the “Read, Write, inc.” scheme. Learn to read in Welsh using the Tric a Chlic phonics scheme.

• read a varied selection of English and Welsh texts whilst gaining an increased level of fluency, accuracy, independence and understanding.

• use reading as a means of information gathering and retrieval.

• display an ability to describe, predict and evaluate 

• develop positive attitudes towards books so that reading is a pleasurable activity.

• develop different strategies for approaching reading. These should include phonics, picture cues, sight words and context.

• use their reading skills as an integral part of their learning throughout the entire curriculum.

Writing

• write in different contexts and for different purposes and audiences, including themselves.

• form letters correctly, leading to a fluent and legible handwriting style following the Read Write Inc handwriting model.

• be increasingly aware of the conventions of writing, including grammar, punctuation and spelling.

• work both individually and collaboratively on written tasks.

• become familiar and adept in the use of word processing software.

In addition to these aims, the following more specific objectives have been identified as good practice and form the backbone of our approach to LLC teaching throughout the school.

Oracy

The children should:

• listen and respond to stories, poems and rhymes in English and Welsh..

• participate in discussions and debates with and to different audiences.

• respond orally to varied stimuli, (for example radio, television, visitors).

• discuss and evaluate their own work with peers and adults.

• collaboratively plan activities and role-play activities.

• retell stories and poems which are known by heart.

• respond to increasingly complex instructions, ask and answer questions and justify actions and opinions.

The teacher should:

• provide an example of clear diction, accurate instructions, reasoned 
 argument, imaginative language and considerate attention to speakers.

• give opportunities for a variety of speaking and listening situations within the classroom, including collaborative discussion work, debates and question and answer sessions.

• be aware that listening is a skill which increasingly needs to be taught to children and should provide specifically designed activities to this end.

• provide a listening resource area.

The school should:

• maintain the importance of speaking and listening skills as facilitators for the whole curriculum.

• actively encourage listening on a whole-school basis, in particular through

assemblies.

• continually update listening resources in line with ICT developments.

• encourage listening and reasoned argument as a vehicle for the avoidance of physical confrontation and aggression.

Reading

The children should

• learn all the graphemes which make up the English language and learn to blend them for reading and segment for spelling in line with the RWI scheme of work.

• acquire an increasingly large sight vocabulary of irregular and common words both in English and Welsh.

• relate reading to their own experiences and environment.

• have a daily opportunity to read silently or share English and Welsh books with the realisation that reading time is valuable and should occupy everyone’s attention.

• acquire research skills necessary for the use of dictionaries, atlases and other information books and resources.

• develop the ability to read aloud to others.

• be able to discuss books they have read, relating to plot, characters and themes.

• be able to bring in books from home and to share them with others.

• be encouraged, through the reading schemes, to continue the reading process at home.

• recognise that reading is an essential part of all areas of learning.

• gain confidence and enjoyment to promote lifelong reading.

The teacher should:

• each phonics through RWI daily. This will be in small ability groups in the Foundation Phase.

• teach the “Eight Reading Behaviours” and provide varied experiences for the children to develop an understanding of each behaviour.

• organise daily guided reading sessions which focus explicitly on reading skills (also grouped by ability.)

• read aloud (fiction and/or non-fiction) every day for example a class novel or picture book.

• value books and show an interest in them by setting a personal example.

• provide an attractive and imaginative reading areas including various types of books, labels, captions, instructions and questions.

• allow children to take books home at an appropriate level.

The school should:

• create and maintain a stimulating environment for children to experience and explore reading at their own pace with confidence and enjoyment to promote lifelong reading.

• maintain reading as a valued, high profile activity which accesses the whole of the curriculum.

• provide a varied class library.

• provide an up to date selection of RWI resources and books.

• provide a language rich environment where displays, signs and posters around the school and classroom promote both the English and Welsh language.

Writing

The children should:

• experience a wide range of writing activities, to include both chronological and non-chronological writing.

• relate writing to their own experiences and environment.

• discuss their writing frequently, talking about the various types and purposes of writing.

• be aware of the need to write legibly and to use layout and space effectively to aid the reader.

• experience grammatical vocabulary such as: sentence, verb, tense, noun, adjective, pronoun etc. both in the context of their own writing and through specifically designed activities.

• read examples of ‘good’ writing in various forms and beginning to recognise the criteria for such writing.

• have experience of and become accustomed to drafting and redrafting their work.

• write in response to a wide range of stimuli.

• become increasingly aware of the role of reference books such as dictionaries and thesauruses.

• become increasingly aware of the correct modes of punctuation and spelling through the learning of rules and some rote learning of common exceptions.

The teacher should:

• write alongside pupils, sharing and discussing their writing.

• respond positively and with interest to all attempts at writing.

• provide a healthy writing environment, including experimental or emergent writing areas for Foundation Phase.

• teach handwriting on a regular basis.

• reinforce correct spelling, punctuation and grammar where appropriate.

• This should include the teaching of basic rules of spelling, grammar, punctuation, as well as the more common exceptions.

The school should:

• highlight writing as an important and valuable tool for all aspects of a child’s education.

• prominently display writing of all types, including the children’s own writing.
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Plant yn Gyntaf

Putting Children First

to be enthusiastic, innovative and creative learners
2

