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Activily 4: Formality

You might have heard your teachers talking about ‘being
formal'. The best way to explain it in this type of writing is
to: SOUND LIKE AN EXPERT.

Imagine you are David Attenborough narrating a TV show
or your writing will feature in a non-fiction book from the
library. We don’t need to make our reader laugh,
persuade them or in fact give any opinion at all. Our main
job is to give information as precisely as possible.
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Here are two texts. Spot which is formal and which is informal!

1) Swamp monsters have a proper rancid diet. They love to eat all
sorts of weird and unusual stuff like slugs - uuurrrggghhh! Also,
they glug down the dirty swamp water by the gallon!

2) It has been discovered that swamp monsters have an unusual diet.
In the main, these creatures are known to consume only
gastropods. In addition, they have a preference for water from
their swamps as it contains essential minerals.

‘Which one is informal and why?

‘Which one is formal and why?

Now decide whether these are formal or informal sentences?

* | really want you to come to my party — please come!
formal/informal

% Henry VIl didn’t like his wife - he chopped off her head!
formal/informal

* The teacher-pleaser machine is a state-of-the-art contraption.
formal/informal

* Your presence is requested at the Queen’s celebration.
formal/informal

* At6:00pm on the 24 December Mr Jones was arrested by
the police and detained at the local police station.
formal/informal
Challenge: can you re-write each sentence the other way round so the formal
ones become informal and the informal ones bacome formall
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