
Dear Parents/Carers, 

A lot of learning can take place by playing games with your children. It is often a relaxed time 

together. Games also teach a lot of valuable skills at the same time! Your child will practise: 

to take turns, to be a good winner, to accept losing, communication skills, vocabulary skills, 

attention and listening skills, etc. A few examples have been collected below. They can be 

played in addition to the work provided by school and may provide some time away from our 

devices. 

Free and easy games
These games can be played anywhere and don’t cost anything. It is good fun to take turns!

I spy with my little eye.

Say: “I spy with my little eye something that is ….” and add a colour. 
Easier: put a few pictures or objects on a table (e.g. cat, fork, tissue). 

Harder: look for something in the room or garden. Look for something that: starts with a specific 

sound, rhymes with a given word, sounds like /c/, /a/, /t/, or on basis of a description (e.g. something 
that can purr). 

Kim’s game. 
Let your child look at 5 to 10 objects for 30 seconds. Cover the objects and ask them to name the 

objects they have seen. Can they recall them all?  

Easier: fewer objects, longer time to look at the objects. 
Harder: more objects, shorter time to watch. Make sure your child knows the names of all the objects 

before you start. 
Simon says... 

This active game is a fun way to practise listening skills. You give instructions such as: ‘jump’, ‘nod’, 

‘dance’, but your child should only follow the instruction if it is given straight after hearing ‘Simon 
says’. 

Easier: single words (verbs), such as: ‘jump’, ‘touch’, ‘clap’, ‘blink’, ‘hop’.  
Harder: make the instructions longer: ‘clap three times’, ‘touch the wall’, etc. 

Pass the telephone game. 

This is another listening game and works well if you have several people living in your house. The 
first person whispers a message to the next person. This person passes on the message in a whisper 

to another person and so on. It will be interesting to see if your message arrives at the end of the 
chain without getting mixed up.

‘I go on holiday and I take …’ 

This is a memory game. The first person names one object they would take on holiday. The next 
person has to repeat what has been said before, and add one new object. You can also play it with 

different starts, e.g. ‘I went to the shop and bought....’ 
Scavenger hunt. Let’s go and find e.g. ‘three blue things’, ‘something starting with /t/’, ‘something 

that makes you happy’, ‘something made from wood’. Saying ‘let's go’ allows you to hunt together 

and ensure that the game is safe!
Just a minute. 

Take turns choosing a category, e.g. the zoo, school, shop. Have a timer ready and for one minute, 
everybody writes down as many words as they can think of in this category. 

Easier: say single words rather than writing them down. Harder: find words starting with a specific 

letter. Talk about a topic for 1 minute without hesitation, repetition or going off topic. Whoever 
challenges them/ points out the error goes on to talk for the remaining seconds.



Outdoor games

Playing outside is great for children! It gives them fresh air, exercise and will help them feel better 

and sleep better at night! As the weather improves, it is possible to get outside to play more often. 
Children will invent games without the need for play equipment, or you can teach them play 

games such as: hide and seek, tag, etc. Maybe your child can teach you a new game that they 

play in school. It is also great to do a treasure hunt, do a running or hopping competition, skipping 
games, hopscotch or to build a den together. On the beach, you can build castles/sand 

sculptures, draw in the sand, or make a mosaic with shells and sticks that you can find. The 
following website has ideas for outdoor play: https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/18-ways-

to-enjoy-outdoors/zb9wjhv

Board games

You don’t have to have a vast selection and many can be found second hand when the shops 

open again. Please find some ideas for games at the bottom of this page that are fun and will 
develop useful skills. If your child is finding a game difficult, team up with an older sibling or 

adult. If they find losing difficult, change the rules and play games together: how many levels can 

you add to the tower when playing Jenga, how many points can we gain together playing 
Scrabble, etc. 

On https://allesl.com/esl-game-board-talktastic-free-talking/ you can download a free game 
board and customise it for individual children. Players use dice to ask and answer questions on 

the given topic.

Card games 

One deck of cards is a cheap and easy way to add a lot of games to your house! There are lots of 

ideas online. Two other great card games are:
➢ Snap - play with picture cards, letter cards or number cards. Make sure that there are 

doubles of each card. Shuffle the cards and give each player an equal number. Each player 

places a card down in turn. The first person to spot a ‘snap’ gets to keep the cards.
➢ Pairs - this can be played with sets of picture cards. Make sure that there are doubles of 

each card and start off with smaller numbers of cards and build up. The cards need to be 
placed face down and each player takes turns to turn two cards over. If they match, the 

player can keep the cards. If they don’t match, put them back.

Paper games

For paper games you only need paper and pens! Some ideas: include noughts and crosses, dots 

and boxes (squares), categories (boy/girl), battleships, blind drawing, consequences, paper 
airplanes, paper fortune teller/chatterbox. See: https://www.mybaba.com/pen-and-paper-games/

These are just a few ideas of how to play with your child, but there are of course many 

more things you can do: role play, messy play, construction toys, etc. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/18-ways-to-enjoy-outdoors/zb9wjhv
https://www.mybaba.com/pen-and-paper-games/


Examples 

Board games:

Guess who, Don't say it, Yes! No! Game, Headbanz, Scattergories, categories , Pictionary, 
Junior monopoly, Junior scrabble, Boggle, Labyrinth, Balderdash, Articulate, Pass the bomb, 

Zingo, Rummikub, Dobble, Uno, Snakes and ladders, Battleships, Spelligator, Buzzword 

junior, Blokus, Taboo, Yahtzee, Twister, Pop and hop, Crocodile dentist, Kerplunk, Family, 
Katan, Happy families, Go fish! Jigsaws (any), World jigsaws. Top trumps (any category). 

Matching pairs (any). Story cubes, Brain box games (various levels and interest groups), 
Lego games (e.g. Ninjago, battle of Hoth, Harry Potter, Heroica, Minotaurus), Orchard 

games (various levels – helpful website with categories including and speech and language 

category- e.g. Spotty dogs, Shopping list, Build a beetle, Little bus lotto, Lunch box game, 
Dirty dino, Pizza pizza, Sound detective, Greedy gorilla, Bus stop, Pop to the shops), 

Scruples (this is a board game which you can use this as a starting point to discuss various 
moral issues and encourage children to voice their opinions), etc!

Traditional games: Backgammon, Drafts, Othello, Chess, Solitaire, Mancala, Chinese 
checkers, Ludo, Risk, Cluedo, Bananagrams, 4 in a row, Dominos, Jenga, Pick up sticks, 

Rubix cube, Carcassonne, Karuba, card games, Charades.

Outdoor games: Swingball, Quoits, Boules, Skittles, Magnetic darts, Obstacle course.

Construction toys such as Lego, Brain flakes, Wooden blocks, Magnetic tiles, Domino rally, 

Knex, Marble run, or use sticks and stones you can find in the park or on the beach to build.


