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Could A New
Telescope Search
For Alien Life?

9% January 2020

+ Nearly all animals on Earth, including humans, need
to breathe oxygen to live.

+ Plants, algae and some bacteria produce oxygen so
scientists think it could be a sign of life.

Is there alien life out in space? NASA’s new
telescope could search far distant planets for
signs of life!

NASA has been building a new telescope,
called the James Webb Space Telescope. It will
be able to study planets and stars which are
incredibly far away from Earth!

Now, scientists believe they could use this
telescope to search for signs of alien life on
distant exoplanets!

oxygen in an atmosphere,” NASA scientist
Edward Schwieterman said
Hunting for aliens isn't the only thing this



 
[image: image2.png]These are planets which orbit a star other
than our Sun. All the exoplanets scientists have
found are too far away for anyone to send
spacecraft or astronauts to explore them.

However, researchers at NASA say the new
telescope will help them find out if these planets
could have alien life!

1t should be able to find out if these planets
have oxygen on them. Oxygen is a gas. On Earth,
nearly all animals need it to live

Oxygen is also a good sign that there might
be life on another planet! On Earth, plants,
algae and some bacteria produce oxygen. If there
is oxygen on a planet, it's likely that there’s
also life!

Don't get too excited imagining little green
men living on other planets! 1f there s life, it's
more likely to be tiny bacteria

Scientists say they are excited because oxygen
is linked to life but they are also a bit cautious.

“We don't know if life is the only cause of

telescope will be doing! 1t will be able to study
stars and galaxies billions of light years away,

This will help scientists learn more about
what happened right at the start of the universe!

The telescope won't launch until 2021. Don’t
worry though! From missions to the Moon to
exploring Mars, 2020 looks like it will be an
exciting year for space exploration

Glossary

A simple plant which lives in
the water.

Tiny living organisms you can
only see through a microscope.

The gases which surround a
planet.

The distance light travels in one
year, about 6 trillion miles.
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‘These are planets which orbit a star other than our Sun.’
Tick the phrase which is closest in meaning to ‘orbit’ in this sentence.

O collide with
O circle around
O tilt towards
O spin around

Find one reason why oxygen might be a sign of life

‘If a planet has oxygen, it definitely has life on it."
Is this statement correct? Find evidence from the news story to support your answer.
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5. Tick the headline which best summarises this news story

O Alien Life Found in Space!

O Oxygen Needed for Life, Scientists Say

O NASA Launch Mission to Explore Exoplanet
O New Telescope Will Search Planets for Oxygen

6. Do you think scientists will ever discover alien life?





